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SUCCESS FROM OUR PREVIOUS STUDENTS 
2006 graduate, Nirnitha Manivasagan, was recently named as a recipient of the Lord 
Florey Student Prize. This prize, which includes a $2000 award, celebrates the outstanding 
achievement of the very best students who graduate from our secondary schools each year. 
This award is named in honour of the great Nobel Prize-winning Australia researcher, 
Howard Walter Florey, highly esteemed for his role in the development of penicillin. Only 
five hundred of the most outstanding academic achievers are awarded in Australia each 
year.  
Nirnitha was recently awarded our top Academic Award, “Highest OP.” The award was 
accepted on her behalf by her sister, Hirruthyaa, as Nirnitha was facing final exams in her 
Medicine degree at Monash University. Congratulations, Nirnitha! 
 
 
Sara Turnbull, ex-School Captain, is in Guyana, South America, with Youth Challenge Australia. She recently sent this 
news home…  
"Am in Guyana, safe and sound. We have come to Lethem, a town about an hour out of 
Hiawa. The trip has been amazing so far. We are working in the local primary school 
where, before we came, there were only two teachers, for 9 classes, almost 100 kids. So 
we have divided up and I now teach a grade 7 class 5 days a week. We are also working 
with the kids after school, and have formed a reading club to help them with their 
literacy. The trip here was long and at times excruciating!!! The plane trip lasted 2 days 
and then they packed ten of us into the back of a Bedford Army truck in the middle of 
the night and we drove for TWENTY HOURS along a dusty bumpy track. It was hell!!! 
We were unbelievably happy to arrive in Hiawa where we have been welcomed by the 
community with open arms. Food has been very heavy, mostly rice, noodles and flour 
based foods, but it has been delicious!!! It's really really hot and we've become used to 
being permanently covered in sweat!!!” 
Sara always had a dream at school of working “on the ground” for those less fortunate overseas. One of her futures 
ticked off! Well done, Sara. 
 
 
STAFFING 
We appreciate the patience of students and parents on those days of multiple 
teacher absence (e.g. the recent flu season) when, due to a shortage of casual (i.e. 
on-call) teachers, we have difficulty covering all classes in the ideal way e.g. 
sometimes we need to combine classes or have older students supervised by 
nearby teachers. Most parents would be aware that there is a worldwide shortage 
of secondary school teachers. It’s a great job, so let’s encourage our young people 
to take up this worthwhile profession.  
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The time is drawing near for our last group of Work Experience students to head out to their work place for 2007. With 
such close deadlines, being the end of the year, if your child has a contract still to be returned to the school could you 
ensure that the employer has been contacted, the contract has been signed by Student, Parent/Guardian and Work 
Experience Provider and all 3 copies (pink/purple/green) are returned to Mr Comrie/Mrs Freeman in Staff Room 4 for 
completion ASAP/this week. Any questions please call Todd Comrie 4979 9762 or Tammy Freeman 4979 9761. 
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The vocational and alternative learning pathways at Tannum Sands State High School are many, varied and growing.  Both academic and non-
academically orientated students benefit from these programs which motivate students to consider their careers and make a difference to 
participation and enthusiasm in regular school courses. TSSHS’s partnership with Rio Tinto, with our secondary campus at BSL that contains our 
Business and Information Technology (BITS) Centre complements the other alternative programs/partnerships our school such as TAFE, School 
Based Apprenticeships & Traineeships (SATs), Work Experience, Gladstone School Engineering Skills Centre at NRG, various GAGAL 
programs and more. 
These pathways are a great source of learning for students that provide real life work skills and experience.  The variety of work experience 
options is an excellent opportunity for TSSHS students to test their preferred career options and develop skills and confidence in their areas of  
interest.  The growth of involvement is these programs can be seen below with more than a doubling in arrangements made for vocational related 
activities for students in the last 3 years.  For more information about any of these options please call Todd Comrie (HOD Senior School & 
Business). 
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Students from Tannum High have been lucky enough to have the chance to complete Certificate 1 in Active Volunteering by partnering with Karl 
French of Conservation Volunteers Australia. Karl is the Volunteer Engagement Officer who links community members with worthwhile 
conservation projects within the local area. The students complete 30 volunteering hours and a set of competencies to qualify for their certificate, 
which is sponsored by Rio Tinto Alcan and Toyota. Projects that our students have taken part in include removing “Mother of Millions” on the 
Dunes at Canoe Point, removing Lantana at the Canoe Point Reserve and they will be involved in tree planting for their final project. If you are 
interested in volunteering you should contact either Karl French at CVA on 49724969 or Central Queensland Volunteering Coordinator (GAPDL), 
Josh Ariens on 4972 4000. 
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Written tenders are sought for the items below. These items are offered for tender on an ‘as is, where is’ basis. No warranty is given or implied on 
these items. Closing dates for tender are Friday 23rd November 2007. Please address tenders to The Business Service Manger at TSSHS.   
  

3 x 70cm Panasonic TV (No remotes) 1 x 70cm Hiltron TV (No remotes)  1 x 54cm Panasonic TV (No remotes) 
3 x Gilkon Overhead Projectors (O.H.P) 1 x Colder server (Bain Marie) 1 x Liftmaster (Bin lifter) 
1 x Roto washer (Floor Washer) 3 x Gym mats (45mm x 2m x 1.2m) 1 x Brother Fax machine  
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 Reward Mission 
We are currently organising our end of year Reward Mission.  Some 
year 8 and 9 students will be bringing home an expression of interest 

form regarding the mission. 
The students will participate in a tour and information session at the 

Gladstone Police Station and Court House in the morning and 
workshop activities at Cedar Gallery in the afternoon. 

This is an expression of interest only, and as there is limited bus 
seating, a selection process may apply. 
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Girls & ITC Workshop 
On Saturday 27th October, ten girls attended an ITC 
Workshop in Gladstone.  At the workshop the girls 
participated in photography and video classes. They 
thoroughly enjoyed the experience of learning new 

and creative skills. 
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A big congratulation to thirteen of our Yr 12 students who graduated from the Business and 
Information Technology Skills (BITS) Centre on Wednesday at the Boyne Island Community 
Centre.  These are the first students to complete two years at the BITS Centre and they have 
benefited from studying in the authentic work environment which includes a reception area and 
training rooms located on site at BSL.  A huge thank you to BSL and all those that support the BITS 
Centre and all the best to our 2007 graduates. 
Students interested in enrolling in Business or IT subjects at the BITS Centre in 2008 should contact 
Todd Comrie at the school as soon as possible. 
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Many of our Senior Students have been undertaking courses off-campus. Examples of this include :  
·  TAFE courses undertaken, in yr11 as well as yr12,  
·  Certificates achieved through School Based Apprenticeships or Traineeships, 
·   Higher level Music or Performance based certificates such as through the AMEB etc. 
To have these qualifications recorded on your Senior Certificate you must supply the original for copying (or a certified copy) of the achieved 
certificate, or Statement of Attainments for uncompleted courses, to the school as soon as possible. Mr Comrie, Head of Department – Senior 
Schooling, has been explaining this to our Year 12 group.  
Copies of the original documents need to made and forwarded to Brisbane together with the results achieved at this school. There are very tight 
timelines with regard to this and students should supply these documents as soon as possible to either Mr Comrie or Mrs Campbell in the 
timetabling room. Any enquiries regarding this can be directed to Mr Comrie or Mr Brooks. 
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Year 7 students were ‘little fish in a big pond’ during this week’s Transition to High School Programme. If the enthusiasm that the students are 
showing continues, we are in for an exciting school year in 2008. During the programme students from all our feeder schools are given the 
opportunity to experience subjects including Manual Arts, Drama, SOSE, and Mathematics “High School Style”. As well as getting to know the 
layout of the school, and some of our current students, who act as mentors, the Year 7’s get to experience school life with no bells and lessons that 
are 70 minutes long! 
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12/11 R. Johnsen, Help Needed! 
13/11 Help Needed! 
14/11 L. Vernon, Help Needed! 
15/11 L. Stobbo, R. Tidd 
16/11 T. Webber, L. Williams 

19/11 W Ballinger, Help Needed! 
20/11 Help Needed! 
21/11 L. Gibson, Help Needed! 
22/11 R. Tidd, Help Needed! 
23/11 H.Dunn, Help Needed! 

26/11 R. Johnson, M.Mills 
27/11 Help Needed! 
28/11 K. McPherson, Help Needed! 
29/11 R. Tidd, Help Needed! 
30/11 Help Needed! 
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November 12-16th         Year 12 Transition Week 
November 14th               Year 12 Formal 
November 16th               Year 12 Valedictory Breakfast 

November 30th          Year 10/11 Finish 
November 6-11th       Year 9 Canberra Trip 
December 14th           Year 8/9 Finish 

 


