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Concentration was great for World 
Maths Day – see inside for details 

 

Ebony Irvine was one of the students 
who attended Cedar Galleries for an 
Arts Camp recently.  See inside for 
details 

 
 
 
 
 

Hannah Bamford was hard at work 
chiselling the dove tails in her wooden 
carry-all.����
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Vaccinations are being conducted on the 7th April.  All students should have 
received the permission form.  If you have not received this and would like 
your student to participate in the Vaccinations, please call into the office 
and sign this permission form. 
 

This years program includes: 
Year 8 Hepatitis B & Chickenpox vaccination  
Year 8 Girls HPV vaccination  
Year 10 dTpa vaccination 
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Our working bee on Saturday was yet 
again wonderfully supported by the 
Boyne Tannum Christian Church, 
members of staff and students.  The 
participants did a great job pruning trees 
and hedges and spreading mulch on 
gardens.  This is not the first time we 
have been assisted by this organisation, 
and we thank them for their ongoing 
support.  A special thanks also to Marg 
Heath our Facilities Officer Grounds, for 
her hard work including co-ordinating the 
workers. 
                                                           Marg Heath with our new hedger 
 

We would also like to thank the Church for their generous donation of a 
Pope petrol hedger, which was used on the day.  The new hedger will 
certainly be bought to good use considering the many shrubs we have.  
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The Teen Positive Parenting Program (Triple P) aims to promote a 
positive, caring relationship between parents and their teenagers. 
It helps parents develop effective management strategies for dealing 
with a variety of teenage behaviours, typical day-to-day hassles and 
common developmental issues. 
 

Teen Triple P can show you how to: 
 

·  Have a positive, nourishing relationship with your teen. 

·  Create a motivating environment to inspire behaviour you 
want. 

·  Learn respectful techniques to deal with unwanted behaviour 
and provide incentives toward improvement. 

·  Teach your teen to become more independent. 

·  Bring greater trust in and enjoyment of your relationship 
with your teen. 

·  Help teens deal with risky situations. 
Our School Based Health Nurse, Lyn Stiller, has recently been 
credentialed to deliver this program and provided a sufficient number 
of parents are interested in participating, Lyn will conduct sessions here 
at school. 
 

The program runs over 4 consecutive Tuesday nights (Dates to be 
advised) from 6.30 pm to 9.00 pm.  Please ring the school or Lyn on 
0439714770 to express interest. 
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A reminder that our Swimming Carnival is being held on Wed 18th of 
March. It is going to be a fantastic day and we need everyone to attend. 
Time is running out, please return your permission slip and money ($6) 
to the Office this week.  Remember to Slip, Slop, Slap and Wrap as sun 
safety is a key responsibility for all on the day. Enquiries about our 
carnival can be directed to Miss Jane Hurley on 4979 9729.. 
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What are the next two letters in this 

sequence? 
 

B   E   G   K   M   R 
 
 
 
 
 

(see Issue 7 for the answer) 

This Newsletter can be emailed directly to parents on request by forwarding an email to lflet30@eq.edu.au. 
We are happy to add or remove your email address from our email list at any time. 

The Newsletter is also updated weekly on our school website http://www.tannumshs.eq.edu.au 

Thurs 12th 
P&C AGM at 

7:30pm 
 

Fri 13th 
GAGAL 

“What’s My 
Trade” 

 



Lions Youth students with Lions President 
Neville Luckel and Lions representative 
Cecily Burkett. �
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A group of art students attended a two day 
practical excursion at Cedar Galleries on the 
23rd and 24th of February.  The students 
worked with Melanie Williams on 
developing their art making skills in mixed 
media techniques.  The excursion provided 
students with skills transferable to their own 
art making, bringing back to school with 
them ideas and a better understanding of art 
making techniques. 
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Tannum Sands State High School played host 
to Lions Youth of the Year recently, with a 
fantastic turnout, 7 of 10 of the competitors 
were Tannum students all vying for the 
coveted title. Year 12 Kate Turnbull was 
overall Public Speaker of the Year and Year 11 
Student Jennifer Mercer came joint Overall 
Second. 
 

Each competitor had to prepare a five minute 
speech and also two impromptu speeches on 
unprepared subjects entitled "Time" and "What 
If" Lions representative Cecily Burkett 
commented on parade that the Boyne Lions 
Club were the envy of the district for 
participation and quality of entrants.  
 

The Quest is a community project designed to 
encourage, foster and develop leadership 
qualities in young Australians. More than 
2,000 people compete in the Quest each year, 
with winners making their way through zone, 
region, district, state and national finals. 
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Last week interested Year 8 & 9 students were 
able to participate in an AFL camp with Mr 
Scott Smithwick. We thank Mr Smithwick for 
coming and sharing his skills with our 
students.����
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Year 12 students aiming for an Overall 
position (OP) score or Tertiary Entrance 
Rank (TER) will sit the Queensland Core 
Skills (QCS) Test on the 1st-2nd September.  
Students who believe they have valid reasons 
for exemption and/or have circumstances that 
may affect their ability to sit the test must 
apply for Special Provision through their 
school.  Applications close 21st May 2009.   
 

For more information, please contact Mr 
Todd Comrie or go to 
http://www.qsa.qld.edu.au/assessment/587.html 
�
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Winter uniforms need to be ordered now.  Please 
ensure that all winter uniforms orders are received 
by Friday 3rd April 2009.  An order form is 
included in this Newsletter.  Uniform shop hours are 
Mon/Wed/Fri 8:15-11:15am.  Phone orders 
welcome.  Please phone Monique on 4979 9752. 
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Tannum Sands State High School is one of a 
growing number of schools in Regional Queensland 
with official Education Queensland International 
recognition.  
As an International School, full fee-paying 
international students can enrol for periods up to 12 
months. 
The greatest highlight for our international students 
is living with an Australian family.  
Our families are called Homestay Families and are the 
backbone of our international program.           
International students live and socialise with the 
Homestay families.  
Homestay families provide students with a caring 
and safe family environment in which to live while 
they study. 
 

Living with an Australian family, enables students to 
fully engage in school and family life and to quickly 
improve their educational and social skills. 
 

All families have been carefully selected by school 
staff and hold a government-authorized permit (Blue 
Card) to host international students. 
 

Homestay provides: 
-    A safe, warm and friendly environment for    
      students studying in a different country 
-    International students with an excellent   
     opportunity to learn about Australian culture  
     and lifestyle. 
-    Family activities to help students adjust to living  
      in another country and experience our  
     Australian lifestyle. 
-    Three meals per day, seven days per week 
-    Student’s own bedroom with study facilities 
-   Assistance to find transport to and from school. 
 

The underlying principle of providing Homestay 
accommodation is to provide a safe, warm and friendly 
environment for students studying in a different 
country.  
 

Both the family and student must work at the 
relationship for it to be successful.  
 

An important responsibility of both parties to the 
Homestay arrangement relates to the status of the 
student within the Homestay household.  
 

Homestay families are expected to welcome the 
student as a valued member of the household and 
students, in return, are expected to show consideration, 
courtesy and respect for the Homestay family. 
 

Homestay families are paid a realistic weekly tax free 
allowance to help defray costs of hosting a student. 
As an approved Homestay Family you will also 
require: 
�  Blue Card - B category 
�  Public Liability Insurance 
�  Contents Insurance 
Are you interested in providing a safe, warm and 
friendly Homestay environment for International 
Students studying at Tannum Sands State High 
School?             
 

Please contact our Homestay Coordinator for further 
information on 0417 074 675.  
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ZENITH STUDENTS ATTEND ART CAMP  
Three Year 9 students and one Year 8 student who are 
members of BSL Zenith were invited to attend the Art Camp at 
Cedar Galleries with the Year 11 Art students.   
 

AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM EUREKA PRIZES  
Enter the Sleek Geeks Science Eureka Prize and Action Against 
Climate Change Eureka Prize.  Students will have loads of fun 
creating short films and designing online presentations.    You 
can also nominate an outstanding science teacher in your 
school for the Eureka Prize for Science Teaching.  For 
competition details and entry forms log onto: 
www.australianmuseum.net.au/eureka 
�
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My name is Pia Suedkamp, I’m 16 year old 
and come from Hamburg in Germany.  I 
like to travel, and Australia is always my 
destination.   
 

Here in Australia I enjoy the beautiful 
weather and I get excited when I see the 
kangaroos.  They’re so cute!  I have always 
wanted to come to Australia since I was 
young.  I love the friendly and really nice 
nature of the Australian people.  
 

I enjoy going to the beach with my host 
family, or making a barbeque with other 
international students.   
 

I am glad to spend 6 months in Australia! 
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Heard talk about students being able to learn 
with others from around the world? It happened 
last week at our school. Students competed 
against students from dozens of other countries, 
pitting their skills against each other in timed, 
mental arithmetic tests. Students saw running 
bar graphs from four students racing each other, 
as they answered as many questions correctly as 
possible in a given time. We saw students 
competing from countries such as UAE, 
Malaysia, India, Spain and Japan. Exciting... 
World Mathematics Day! Thanks, BSL Zenith 
(have YOU joined yet?)  

Peter Mercer participated in World Maths Day. 
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The Queensland Government will again be 
conducting its annual statewide destination 
survey of all students who completed Year 
12 in 2008.  The Next Step survey is a brief 
confidential survey that aims to gain a 
comprehensive picture of the employment, 
study and life choices made by Queensland 
school completers. 
 

Any person who completed Year 12 can 
expect to receive a telephone call or a 
paper-based survey by mail, between 
March and May 2009.  Please encourage 
them to take part.  If their contact details 
have changed, please assist the interviewer 
with their updated details or forward the 
survey to their new address so they can 
participate in the survey.  Thank you for 
your support of the Next Step survey in 
2009.  
 

For more information, visit 
www.education.qld.gov.au/nextstep/ or 
telephone toll free on 1800 068 587. 
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“Star of the Sea Catholic Parish advises that 
registration for the sacraments of Confirmation & 
Holy Communion is now available.  For enquiries 
on registration, phone 49721025. 
 

Sue Dengate - Fed Up with Children’s Behaviour 
Sue is presenting a talk on Thursday 19th March 
2009 at 7.00pm at the Central Queensland Uni, Leo 
Zussino Building. Cost is $10 per person.  Book 
your ticket through the Gladstone Entertainment 
Centre 49722822. 
 
 

We’re going potty! 
 

Do you have some small to medium planter pots in 
your back shed that you are not using? Pots of any 
condition will be gratefully.    

Can you volunteer? We need volunteers who can 
spare one hour, one day or one week.  To get 
involved phone Pamela on 4972 4969, call into the 
Gladstone office at 14 Goondoon Street, go to our 
website www.conservationvolunteers.com.au . 

 

 

Wine, Cheese & Art Night hosted by the Rotary 
Club of Boyne Tannum is being held at the Tannum 
Sands Surf Club on 25th March at 7pm.  Entry $20. 
For details contact Andre 0427 586 987. 
 

South Pacific Taekwondo is holding a FREE 
“SAFE” self defence course for women over 15. 
Certified instructors will be teaching the course to 
be held in the Leo Zussino Building on 5th April 
from 9am. It is a 4 hour course and there will be a 
healthy morning tea provided. 
 

S          Self Defence 
A         Awareness 
F          Freedom       
E          Empowerment 
 

You MUST register by 30th March via return 
email if you would like to attend the course.  Please 
feel free to invite friends or family, the only criteria 
is that they are female and over 15. 
 

Please take advantage of this opportunity, as it 
increases the chances of future events!! 
�

St Stephens Lutheran College Art Show and 
Auction will be held on Sat 30th May.  Doors open 
at 7pm with the auction commencing at 8:15pm. 
Tickets $15.  For further details phone 4979 3533. 
 

Welcome To The Gladstone  Morning Tea 
 

Following the success of the inaugural 'Welcome to 
the Gladstone Region' Morning Tea held in 
Gladstone City, a further event will now be held at 
Boyne Island, on Thursday, 26th March, from 
10.30am - 12.30am, in the Heron Room, Boyne 
Island Community Centre. 
 

This entails meet and greets, relaying of information 
about the area, distribution of resources such as Bus 
Timetables and so on.  There is no cost to attend.  
All newcomers to the Gladstone Region are 
welcome.  Please feel free to bring your children, 
partners or even a friend.  RSVP's are not necessary, 
but would be appreciated for catering purposes. For 
further information contact Andrea or Luis, at 
Gladstone Regional Council's Community Advisory 
Service on 4976 6300. 

�
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Wed 11th Uniform Free Day 
 

Fri 13th What’s My Trade 

Wed 18th School Swimming 
Carnival 

Fri 20th Year 10 Smart Start 
Financial Literacy 
Harmony Day 
Celebrations 

�

Year 11 Woodwork students were busy last 
week making a wooden carry-all. 
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Could students please check Lost Property in the 
Resource Centre for any items that have been 
misplaced. The following items are currently 
awaiting collection. 
 

1 x Umbrella 
2 x Water Bottles 
1 x pair of Blunderstone Steel Cap Boots 
1 x School Hat 
1 x Medium Jumper 
1 x Small school shirt 
1 x Pair of large demin jeans  
 

Please ensure that all items of school clothing 
are marked clearly with your name. 
 

 

Year 11 students Michael Richie, Josh Wilson 
and Brendan Clarke Mill Aluminium in Metal 
Work.   
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Thanks to all of our wonderful volunteers, 
we had hundreds of cakes to sell and thanks 
to all of you that bought them.  We raised 
$285 for the bush fire appeal!!  
�
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On Thursday 12th March, the P & C will be holding its 2009 AGM.  Over the past 11 years, the P & C has 
contributed between $400,000 & $500,000 to the school to fund projects or provide resources that would not 
normally have been available for either a number of years or not at all.  Some of the major projects 
undertaken during this time include the construction of the hard courts ($100,000), contribution to complete 
the air conditioning ($200,000), local Chaplaincy Group ($50,000), Library & Music Resources (approx 
$70,000).  Each year the P & C also sponsors leadership courses, sporting representations, special projects 
e.g. human powered vehicle, BSL-Zenith, Year 12 Graduation gifts and others.  This is all made available to 
give our children the best possible start to their futures and provide them with an equal opportunity to that of 
their southern counterparts. 
 
The P & C also actively seeks grants, both government & private, and over the years has successfully gained 
over $1,000,000 towards projects such as shade, water conservation, equipping of the performance centre, 
computer replacement and the auditorium. 
 
This year our budget is $430,000.  Of the projected profit of $61,500, $57,000 has been committed to school 
projects and resourcing.  On top of this, and to allow us to generate the profits we do, we pay just over 
$107,000 per year in salaries.  This year our school numbers are down 60 students which has already had a 
small effect on the budget.  We will always require paid staff to fill specific roles, however, more than ever 
now, we need to increase our volunteer numbers if we want to continue to prosper into the future. 
 
There are close on 700 families at the school and if we were all able to give just one day a year, either in the 
canteen, uniform shop or on the committee, we may not only reduce salaries but improve our quality of 
service at busy times. 
 
We now appeal to the greater school community to commit just one day over the next 12 months, more if 
you want to, so that we can achieve our goals.  We will provide you with a few side benefits such as lunch, 
coffee & tea etc.  In return, we only ask for a few hours of your spare time. 
 
We also need people to attend our monthly meetings – yes, we’ll be honest, there’s boring bits, but there’s 
also lots of useful information and a chance to give input. We don’t get many people at the moment, but we 
do need more, we do need “fresh blood.” Please don’t leave it to others, as “others” are not coming in 
enough numbers! You only have to commit 1.5 to 2 hours per month, and for non-executive members, 
there’s no work between meetings unless you want to do something.  
 
If you would like to help, please complete the form below and return it to the school office. 
 
Thanks 
 
Tannum Sands SHS P & C Executive. 
 
 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Please return to the Community Relations Officer at the TSSHS office. 
 
I would like to know more about how I can assist the TSSHS P&C Committee. 
 
 
Name: ________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: ______________________________________ 

 


