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Further Data from 2007 
I am pleased to share with you some more data that has come to 
hand re last year’s graduates, which I shared at the recent P&C 
meeting: 

·  87% left with either an Overall Position (OP, tertiary 
entrance score) or a Vocational Education and Training 
(VET) qualification 

·  14 students left with school-based apprenticeships (and 
lots more full time ones!) 

·  100% of tertiary applicants received an offer 
·  77% of OP scores (1-25) were in the range 1-15 
·  Our Qld Core Skills (QCS) Test mean score was 120.6 

(Qld average 117.4) 
These were pleasing numbers and confirm the academic success 
of our students. Our OP 1-5 and 6-10 %’s have shown a marked 
upward trend over the last seven years.  
 

Meet the Teacher Night 
Thanks to all parents who used the opportunity last Wednesday to 
meet their child’s teachers. The home-school partnership is 
crucial during high school. Let’s continue to keep in touch! 
 

Learning from the Recent Deluge 
Recently there was a bout of torrential rain. Please rest assured 
that, during these events, we keep in constant contact with the 
police, Councils, bus companies, weather bureau and other 
schools. If we believe the best course of action is for you to 
collect your child, we will contact you; otherwise, it may be safer 
to leave your child at school. Certainly, individual families know 
their own circumstances, creeks and roadways and can always 
collect students, provided office systems are used so we can keep 
track of where students are. If you wish to take someone else’s 
child, we need proof that you have the consent of the other parent 
to do so.  
 

In the case of an early bus departure, where time permits [as it 
did, in the recent event], students will be given the opportunity to 
ring a parent to check that coming home early on the bus is what 
the parent wants. However, in the case of a very hurried 
departure [e.g. on the advice of a bus company or the police], this 
may not always be possible, so families should discuss what they 
want their son or daughter to do in this instance.  
 

Parents are reminded that hired textbooks must be kept high and 
dry. Perhaps a chat to your son or daughter about keeping these 
inside plastic on wet days would be opportune.  
 

Any other feedback or suggestions are welcome: 
rjohn100@eq.edu.au or phone me on 49799777.  
 

Saiki City 
 

It is still hoped to travel to Saiki City in Japan this year, as part of 
our biennial Cultural Exchange. We are awaiting a reply form the 
Saiki City Board of Education about dates suitable to them, 
before any planning can proceed. This trip is not guaranteed, of 
course, until we receive an invitation from our hosts.  
 

Awards Evening 
 

Please note that our Awards Evening will be held on Thursday 6 
November 2008. Please mark this on your calendar.  
 

                                                          Ray Johnston 
                                                                      Principal 
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Certificate 1 in Civil Engineering will be 
the students’ personal goal when The 
Doorway To Civil Construction (D2CC) 
initiative starts this week.  But the rest of 
the school will benefit also, because their 
project will allow the much anticipated 
Aquaponics project to get underway. Last 
year we secured over $6000 in funding from 
QAL’s Reef Guardian Fund to build the 
project. The Paved area the students are 
constructing will house the Aquaponics 
shade structure.  
Jon Von Reuth from D2CC said the 
initiative will directly address the skills 
required for entry to the civil infrastructure 
sector of the industry. 
The Civil Contractors Federation (CCF), in 
collaboration with their funding partners 
Construction Skills Queensland, is 
delivering a school based program designed 
to deliver the entry skills required for 
students who wish to pursue a career in the 
civil infrastructure sector. The D2CC 
program is already underway within 
Queensland schools.  
The CCF, in partnership with both 
Construction Skills Queensland and 
Hanson, has provided a ‘standout’ high 
visibility trailer to support the training of 
the students.   

     
Nikita Hill, Jordan Linley, Stephen Hill and 
Matthew Woolcock get ready to roll their 
sleeves up for some hard work 
 

 
Hands on experience. 
  

Thurs  21st 
House 
Challenge 
Mon  25th 
Year 11/12  
Study Day 
Thurs  28th 
Swimming 
Carnival 
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Please amend the following dates on your Port Curtis Trials calendar: 
Soccer 19yrs Boys and Girls = 11th March  
Rugby League 15yrs & 18yrs = 11th March 
State Volleyball trials = 8 – 11th May 
 

Costs for Port Curtis teams to travel to 
Capricornia Trials: 

·  Mackay $70 
·  Agnes Waters $40 
·  Rockhampton $20 
·  Emerald $61 
·  Blackwater $48                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                        Luisa Varcoe and Marnie Machen 
Please be aware that these are only approximate costs, however they may assist you in 
organising the year ahead!  
 

Tannum Sands SHS students are achieving success early in Term 1 with Natalie Davis, Tayla 
Bidmade, Jack Ford and Daniel Selff gaining selection in the Port Curtis Tennis team to attend 
Capricornia trials.  

    Natalie Davis, Jack Ford and Tayla Bidmade 
 

Congratulations also to Luisa Varcoe, Taylah Andreassen and Marnie Machen who were selected in the Port Curtis under 19 softball team.  These 
girls are all in Year 8 and will be competing with girls up to Year 12 when they attend Capricornia trials in Mackay. Well done! 
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They may have only left High School last year, but 
Evan Bayliss, Caitlin Adie and Jodie Delfsma were 
more than happy to return to their old stomping ground 
to give advice to their peers about what life held for 
them now they had graduated. The students fielded 
questions from allcomers on areas such as subject 
selection, the QCS (Queensland Core Skills test), OP 
(Overall Position) scores and University choices. All 
speakers gave an interesting insight on how to keep 
school work and a social life balanced throughout their 
crucial final year of school. Evan, who has chosen to defer his Engineering studies in Rockhampton for a year, explained how he ramped up his 
study load each term to gain his OP2. Jodie and Caitlin head off next week to Brisbane on the next chapter of their lives. Tannum Sands SHS wish 
all its past students good luck for the future.    
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A note has gone home regarding the 25th February: Students must bring back a tear off slip if their parents have given permission to stay home this 
day.�
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Our school interhouse swimming carnival will be held on Thursday 28th February at Gladstone Swimming Pool. ALL STUDENTS ARE 
EXPECTED TO ATTEND, despite what you might be told at home! Who will win, Whoolghun, Burarhl, Ghinmhine or Nagatin? There will be 
competitive races for those chasing age champion or the big points for their house. There will also be an emphasis on fun and participation, with all 
competitors receiving a point for each event they enter, including novelty races.  
 

Students are required to wear SUN-SAFE “civvies” clothing in their house colours AND to bring and WEAR A HAT. 
Plenty of sunscreen, shade and reminders will be available during the day, so there is NO EXCUSE for any student to 
come home with sunburn.  
 

Students have been asked to pay their bus cost as soon as possible. Because we will be hiring a fleet of buses, we will 
order buses to match student payments and refunds will not be available for this particular function. (It has been found in 
the past that, otherwise, too many students “change their mind” at the last minute and we end up paying for empty buses).  
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Students across the globe will take part in real-time battles of speed 
and skill using the Mathletics game engine. Last year close to 39 
million questions were correctly answered by 287 thousand students from 98 countries.  The competition will run 
the entire day but students may participate at home as well.  All you need to participate is internet access.   
Students will be issued with a password to enable them to have “practice” sessions before the event. If any student 
would like to participate in this challenge, please see Mrs Gordon in Staffroom 1 as soon as possible.  
 

We have had a positive response to our BSL Zenith activites room with quite a few new students coming along to 
see what it is all about.  As news spreads the attendance is increasing and we welcome any new ideas and 
suggestions that will help make the BSL Zenith room even more interesting and eventful. 
 

Don’t forget:  On Thursday February 28th, we will be holding an information afternoon tea in the 
Performance Centre at 5:30pm.  
All interested parents and students are invited. If you would like to attend, please phone the school office. For any 
enquiries please contact Sharon Schmidt or Kathy Gordon on 49799777 or email to kgord45@eq.edu.au.  Some 
new students this year that we have identified have been invited to attend this information session, however, ALL 
interested parents and students are more than welcome to come along!  We have lots of new and exciting activities 
in store for this year. 
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Calling any parents who would like to take part in a parent forum to help promote drug education for parents and carers at this school. 

REDI – for parents is a resource to assist parents and carers that will foster the health and wellbeing of children and young people.  

The aim of this group is to be a parent led so that you choose what you need to find out more about, particularly in relation to drug related issues. If 
you are interested in taking part or simply finding out more please contact Carol Shuttleworth Community Liaison Officer on 4979 9777 or Steve 
Brown on 0400 461124.  We hope to meet in an informal session at the Coffee Club in Tannum Sands at 9.00 on Friday 22nd February.  
http://www.redi.gov.au/�
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Master School Portraits will be at school on Monday 3rd of March to take photographs of all students and staff.  Any students absent 
on the day will have the opportunity to have photographs taken on the 4th or 7th of March.  Envelopes for the purchase of photographs 
have been sent home with students.  Students need to bring these with the correct money to the photographer on the day.�
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Our Year 8 students have settled in well and 
are glad to have found a top spot to catch up 
on the day’s events.  

 
Year 8‘s Celine, Tiale and Jane have settled in 
well and enjoy being able to sit outside and 
stay dry! 
 

�
��#�����
�&���
�����
 

 
Some of our Year 12 students are currently 
attending Morning Classes in Maths and 
English, with Year 11 students commencing 
shortly. 
 

Why do we offer this?  With Tannum High 
being associated with many offsite campuses 
such as BITS, GAGAL, TAFE and Gladstone 
Engineering Skills Centre our students are 
away from School for whole days at a time.  
This means they may miss lessons in core 
subjects such as Maths and English.  We are 
offering students the opportunity to access 
these classes through Morning Classes.  We 
also have students who choose to attend these 
classes to provide flexible schooling due to 
work or extra study.  This is part of the 
schools key responsibilities to the Queensland 
Governments Education Training Reform 
framework. 
 

Some restructuring of classes has occurred 
due to the need to be in such classes, and 
students who miss classes due to their 
program of study, are offered classes on a 
priority basis over those who simply wish to 
access a more flexible timetable. 
�

 

Hello, 
I’m 
Varo!!! 

Woooowwww. I came over in July of 2007. With 
a bit of Maths, you can work out that I’ve been in 
this beaaauuutiful country for 7 months � !!!  
 

I was going back in December 2007 but I 
decided to stay until April because I said that I 
needed more English and also because I won’t 
see you guys for a very very very very long 
while and I thought the time with you wasn’t 
enough. 
 

Over the Christmas holidays my family came out 
and we went down to Canberra for a couple of 
days, then we went to Melbourne for Christmas 
and Sydney for New Year! 
It was great to see more of this amazing country. 
 

Varo 
 

VIVA MEXICO!!! �
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GAGAL has developed the Girls Electric Program in conjunction with TAFE and high schools to encourage females into the electrical trades. At 
Tannum Sands High School we have a number of girls enrolled in this program who study at school during regular hours and at TAFE after school 
on Tuesday and Wednesdays.  Students commit to doing work experience during school breaks as a part of the course.  This program is for girls 15 
years and older, suited mainly to Year 11 and 12 students.  For more information contact Todd Comrie on 4979 9762. 
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Work Experience  
Applications for work experience over the end of term break in April close on Thursday 21st Feb.  After this time students can still lodge an 
application but it must be for the other school breaks.  Each of these periods will have a cut off date for applications approx. 6 weeks prior to their 
start.  If you are an employer willing to support our youth by taking on work experience students please contact Heather Harland at SAIN. 49723313. 
 

Holiday work experience breaks:  
 (End Semester 1) 30th June - 11th July, (End third term) 22nd Sept. - 3rd Oct., (End of year - except Yr 12 students) 1st Dec. - 12th Dec. 

 

As a reminder to all students, parents and employers it is important that students complete a work experience contract before they start any work 
experience.  While the contact covers some injuries it also provides insurance for damage the student may cause to property or other people.  Within 
the Gladstone region there has been accidents caused by students, incurring thousands of dollars damage.  In all cases they were accidents and 
covered by Education Queensland's insurance.  However, to ease the mind of employers, thousands of students have been placed over the years and 
accidents are rare. 
 

Vacancies 
Goldings               School Based Traineeship Cert II in Business             Application form from Careers Board                             Closes 15 Feb 08 
Gladstone area      2 x  School Based Apprenticeships Boiler Maker       Orange SAIN form on Careers Board                             Closes 19 Feb 08 
Gladstone area      School Based Apprenticeship Fitter                            Orange SAIN form on Careers Board                             Closes 19 Feb 08 
Brumby’s             Traineeships in Cert II Retail operations                     Application form from Careers Board                             Closes 22 Feb 08 
Gladstone area      School Based Traineeship Cert II in Business            Orange SAIN form on Careers Board                             Closes 22 Feb 08 
Chilli House         School Based Traineeship in Clothing Production      Resume & Handwritten cover letter to employer           Closes 29 Feb 08 
                                                                                                                   (see Careers Board) 
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Thursday 21st       House Challenge (L1 & L2) 
Monday 25th         Year 11/12 Study Day 
 

 
Thursday 28stth Swimming Carnival, PC Trials for Netball, AFL and U18 
                        Rugby Union.  Also Zenith Parent Information Afternoon Tea. 
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Michelle Lofthouse 
 

Teacher for Business and English 
 
Michelle started permanently at Tannum High this year, and says that she 
enjoys it greatly.   
 
When asked about a defining moment, Michelle said driving through the 
gates for the first time for her was overwhelming.  When dining Michelle 
enjoys Indian food and enjoys watching the 5th Element.  Christmas holidays 
at Nana’s at the beach were memorable childhood moments.  It seems 
Michelle is light on her feet, as she enjoys attending tap dancing workshops. 
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We have been asked to pass on the following advice from Education Qld: 
 

Physical activity and physical education, particularly contact sports, carry inherent risks of injury.  
 

Parents are advised that the Department of Education Training and the Arts does not have Personal Accident Insurance cover for 
students.   
 

Education Queensland has public liability cover for all approved school activities and provides compensation for students injured at 
school only when the Department is negligent. If this is not the case, then all costs associated with the injury are the responsibility of 
the parent or caregiver. 
 

It is a personal decision for parents as to the type and level of private insurance they arrange to cover students for any accidental 
injury that may occur. 
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Navy Cadets Gladstone has vacancies for children from 12 1/2 to 20 years. Navy 
Cadets provides opportunity to gain a greater understanding of the Navy whilst 
making new friends, experiencing challenges, developing potential and 
participating in water and land activities. Opportunities for sea rides on Navy 
ships, ship visits and interaction with other Cadet units within Qld form part of 
the overall Cadet experience. NTS Gladstone is a proactive community 
orientated organisation. 
For more information contact Sub Lieutenant Mary Bartlett on 0418 
983671  OR Petty Officer Brad Lawson on 0417 617286. 
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It is great to see our local ATC getting off the 
ground at last. The ATC is specialising in school-
based apprenticeships, and is commencing with a 
two weeks on, two weeks off model. Students 
will attend the Gladstone Region ATC at a 
college in Goondoon St, studying English, 
Mathematics, Business and I.T. for two weeks, 
then go to work (or TAFE training) with their 
employer for the next two weeks.  
 

Those who have been indentured by employers as 
school-based apprenticeships will of course 
receive pay as well as on the job training. Others 
will do work experience until a match is found 
for them with a host employer.  
 

The ATC-GR is auspiced by Gladstone SHS, 
with whom we are pleased to work as part of the 
Gladstone Area State Secondary Schools Alliance 
(GASSSA). Congratulations to those thirteen 
TSSHS students who have begun a new pathway 
at ATC-GR.  
 

Of course, the ATC-GR is not the only way to do 
a school-based apprenticeship (SBA)! Many have 
been advertised already this year, within our 
school. Several times, students have been asked 
to check the Careers Board and to see Mr Comrie 
in staffroom 4. Applications close next Tuesday 
for two boilermaker and one fitter SBA.  
�
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2008 has been proclaimed as the International Year of Languages by the United 
Nations, who recognises that “genuine multiculturalism promotes unity in 
diversity and international understanding”. 
 

To celebrate, AFS Intercultural Programs is offering 12 partial scholarships, 
valued at approximately $3000 each, to go towards a one year high school 
exchange program to either Belgium, China or Thailand.   
 

Living and studying overseas allows students to fully immerse themselves in 
another culture, providing them with a wonderful opportunity to see the world 
through someone else’s eyes. 
 

To apply, begin your online application today at www.afs.org.au.  For more 
information contact 1300 131 736. 
 
(Note: AFS is a private organisation and publication.  This opportunity does not 
imply endorsement by the School.) 
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Primary and Secondary Schools across Australia have the chance to receive a $5,000 Top Sports Grant. The funds could be used to 
buy new sporting equipment, uniforms or put towards new or upgraded facilities.  
There's $100,000 in all to be given away across Australia.  
All Bakers Delight customers can nominate their school every time they make a 
purchase at Bakers Delight. Every entry goes in to the draw to score a Top Sports Grant. 
The more entries, the greater our school's chance to win. So get nominating, you've got 
until March 7th Forms can be completed with each purchase made at our local Kin Kora 
Store  
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The Department of Education, Training and the Arts provides assistance to eligible Queensland parents whose children must board 
away from home to attend school on a daily basis because: 

·  their homes are geographically isolated; and  
·  they do not have reasonable daily access to a government school with the appropriate level of primary, secondary or special 

schooling.  
 

Of particular interest to regional families is the scheme’s Remote Area Travel Allowance.  The allowance is available for eligible 
students to reduce travelling expenses; provided the distance travelled to the boarding location is at least 50 kilometres. Assistance 
will range from $109 to $1355 a year and will be determined by the kilometric distance from the home location to the location of the 
boarding residence.  
 

Application forms and further information concerning conditions of eligibility and benefit levels payable are available from the School Financial 
Services Unit, Department of Education, Training and the Arts, PO Box 15033, City East Qld 4002, freecall 1800 248 997. 

Further information on this scheme is available through the department’s web site  
at http://education.qld.gov.au/finance/grants/fund/garp/html/par-stu.html  
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TANNUM Sands State High School students Tom Weber, Cara Aspel and Alex 
Matheson-Brown are enthusiastic about Calliope Shire’s chances of hosting Triple J’s 
One Night Stand gig in April.. 
“It’d be awesome,’’ Tom said. “Really good for the community.’’ 
“They always have good bands,’’ Cara said. “It’d be cool if it came here.’’ 
Calliope Shire is asking people throughout the region to join the push to secure the 
concert.  Shire sport and recreation officer James Black said the show was an alcohol and 
drug free event with some top bans, the likes of Cog, Pnau and Faker. 
“To make our application successful we need to have a massive amount of signatures,’’ 
he said. “And we need to have them back in just over two and a half weeks.’’ 
Tannum student Alex Matheson-Brown said people should get signing. 
“We’ve got a lot of local talent out there,’’ he said. “Something like this encourages more people to get out there and have a go.’’ 
Petitions are available from the Boyne Tannum Community Centre, our school (Contact Carol Shuttleworth on 49799778) or any 
Calliope Shire administration office. 
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on May 3rd. Everyone is welcome to 
join in the fun:  fair rides, fairy floss, 
sausage sizzle and displays. On 
Saturday evening there will be a dinner 
for ex staff, parents and students at the 
Tannum Sands State High School 
Performance Centre.  Tickets are $35 
and  available from Tannum State 
School on 4979 9111. Memorabilia is 
also available for sale at the School 
�
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Look good and feel great.  Queensland 
Health invites you to attend this 
practical 7 session program developed 
to improve self esteem, learn to read 
food labels, adapt you favourite receipe, 
become more active and learn stress 
management and relaxtion techniques.  
For details or to register your interest 
contact Donna on 0400 279837. 
�
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Players of all ages required.  New and 
returning players welcome.  Yaralla Sports 
Club outdoor BBQ area on Sunday 24tuh 
February at 12 noon. For details contact 
Iain or Sarah on 0403 430128. 
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To be held Easter Friday 21st March. 
Contact Charmaine Thompson on 4979 
1153. 
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To be held on the 16th and 23rd February 
from 9am-12 noon at the Mt Larcom Room 
Boyne Library.   
For details contact 0415404524 or logon to 
www.footballqueensland.com.au 
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Will be held at the Gladstone Skate Park 
near the PCYC on 23rd & 24th February.��
For more information contact Gladstone 
Aquatics on  
4972 6822.�
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RTA Gladstone operations are calling for 
volunteers to work with Coastcare to pick 
up rubbish on the Main Beach at Tannum 
Sands.  A free family sausage sizzle will be 
provided at 9am along with “Community 
Champions” packs with something extra for 
the kids.  This will be held between 7-9am 
at the Main Beach Tannum Sands (carpark 
next to Surf Club).  To register, please 
contact Jessica Simpson on 4973 0279. 
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Mature Senior student 
required to supervise and 
assist with Year 10 
student’s school work.  5 
days a week, time 
negotiable.  $12/hr ($60 per 
week). Ph: 4975 7496. 
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The 2008 Golding Community Musical Disney's Beauty and the Beast will open at Gladstone Entertainment Centre on 29 February. 
Starring the beautiful Belle, the Beast, conceited Gaston and Belle's eccentric inventor father Maurice, coupled with the loveable 
enchanted household items, this musical will appeal not only to children but to the whole community.  The musical will star an all-
local cast and crew so we encourage you to support your community and be entertained by our local talent.  
 

Performance dates:  
Friday 29 February, 7.30pm (opening night), Saturday 1 March, 7.30pm, Sunday 2 March, 2.00pm (matinee performance)  
Friday 7 March, 7.30pm, and Saturday 8 March, 7.30pm (closing night)  
 

At this stage, good seats are still available, but tickets are limited. To book you can:  
1.        Phone the box office on 49 722 822 with credit card details; or  
2.        Email gecadmin@gladent.qld.gov.au; or  
3.        Visit the box office at 58 Goondoon Street with cash, card  or cheque. 

 


