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A note is going home about this – please set aside 
Wednesday 20th February to meet some of your 
student’s teachers. Welcome to our school community! 
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Our Gifted Program is called BSL-Zenith. This will be 
launched for the year on Thursday 28th February at 
5.30pm. (This year, we’ve made the time later, after 
feedback, to suit more parents). PLEASE COME AND 
FIND OUT about this wonderful program. You may or 
may not have received a direct-mail invitation, but all 
are welcome regardless. Many BSL-Z students have 
had access to wonderful opportunities over the years, as 
far away as London, simply because they have 
registered with the BSL-Z team and been entered into 
our database. See inside for more details… 
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As principal, I would like to put in a SPECIAL PLEA 
for support for our P&C this year.  
 

Our school’s P&C is a wonderful way to get to know 
the school in which your son or daughter is being 
educated. P&C meetings are held on the 2nd Thursday 
of the month in our Resource Centre (1st entrance, left 
into bottom carpark, follow the lit walkway) at 7.30pm.  
 

·  Yes, we need more parents 
·  No, you don’t have to take on an executive 

position if you don’t want to 
·  Yes, there is a full report on the month’s 

happening at school each time 
·  No, not all the jobs are done by volunteers – 

the P&C employs people to help 
·  Yes, parents get a say at these meeting 
·  No, we don’t have enough people turning up! 

 

Our first meeting of the year is 14th February (come 
and meet the principal, and hear some of our school 
data from 2007), and our Annual General Meeting will 
be on 13 March. PLEASE COME! 
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Our Houses have been competing for points for our 
first trophy – the House Challenge. You are welcome to 
come and watch the Grand Finale at 10.30am Thursday 
21st February in our Performance Centre. It is always a 
spectacular display and a fun time! 
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Whilst the rain may be falling and our dams are filling, 
it is vital to remember that our water is still a precious 
resource. 

 

Adrian Jess, Jennifer Mercer, Jacob Johnston,  
 Misha Gostevsky & David Vaughan 
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Congratulations to Adrian, Jenni, Jacob, Misha and 
David who took part in Central Queensland 
University’s Siemens Science Experience.   
According to Amelia Tomlinson, Marketing Project 
Officer, Faculty of Sciences, Engineering & Health, 
“The students showed a high level of creativity and 
interest and seemed to enjoy the workshop just as 
much as we did hosting it. We were equally 
impressed by their enthusiasm for science and their 
high standard of behaviour. We hope that we have in 
some way helped to lead the students to making 
informed decisions for their future subject and career 
choices.”  
 
The Siemens Science Experience is a fun three days 
of science activities for students in Year 9 in 2007 
who will be entering Year 10 in 2008.  
 
Each program is designed to provide those who have 
an interest in science with an opportunity to engage in 
a wide range of fascinating science activities under 
the guidance of scientists who love their work.   
 
The programs take place in university laboratories and 
lecture theatres in thirty-six universities. Participants 
perform experiments in the university laboratories, 
meet and hear university lecturers in the university 
lecture theatres, and walk around and experience what 
it is like to be on a university campus. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
Mon 18th 
Year 11/12 
Civil 
Construction 
Wed 20th 
Meet the 
Teacher 
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Financial literacy is the ability "to make informed judgements and take effective decisions about the use and management of money" (UK 
National Foundation for Education Research, 1992).  Recognising that acquiring and updating financial literacy skills is a lifelong process, the 
Commonwealth Bank offers the program “Start Smart”, which our Year 10’s eagerly took part in this week. Casey Featon from CWB gave an 
informative and lively talk on how best to save and make the most of your hard earned dollars using the catch cry, “Right Things, Right Price, 
Right Time.”  Topics discussed also included saving, budgeting, borrowing, lending, jobs and money� 
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My name is Melina.   I’m 16 years old and from the north of Germany. I live in Hamburg, a big town, so it’s very different to Tannum. I came 
to Australia because I’m very interested in other cultures. At first it was difficult for me to understand the people if they speak very fast, but it’s 
going better. The people at school welcomed me very nicely and I hope I will make some very good friends in the 6 months I’m here.  The last 

two weeks I spent my time with my Host Family. They are very nice and want to show me some 
interesting Australian things. And lastly, I want to say that Mrs Kean is brilliant and Varo is very 
cool �                
Tschaui Melina 
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Hey Guys, my name is Melissa Froehlich.  I came from a big city in the West of Germany, 
Düsseldorf.  This city has a population of 800 000 people and is a great, old, historic city.  I am 
16 years old and turn 17 on April 14th.  I arrived 3 weeks ago and I have already seen most of 
Tannum and the area.  I have met a lot of people in the last 2 weeks and so I am sorry if I don’t 
remember all of your names.  I want to thank all of you again for welcoming me so nicely, it 
made everything a little bit easier for me.  I hope your next 6 months will be as great as mine.                              
And of course Mrs. Kean and Varo are brilliant!!!!!! 

Melina and Melissa 
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(Maberueli is an Eastern Torres Strait word meaning, “You are 
learning in a classroom.”) Maberueli Homework Centre is located 
at the Resource Centre and is opened Monday and Tuesday every 
morning from 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. Mathematics, Science, SOSE and 
English teachers are on hand to assist with assignments, 
homework or exam questions and queries. Computers are also 
available for those who require access to them. For any students 
wishing to have extra assistance 
with Maths, tutoring is available 
in G211, Wednesday to Friday 
from 12:00 until 12:25 p.m. 
There are also teachers available 
at the Science Block, Tuesday 
and Friday lunch times for help 
with Physics. 
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Left: Amanda Geissler and Patrick Falls were lucky recipients of flowers 
at House Parade. 
Right: Kim McKenzie and Ellinor Johnston busy distributing roses before 
school. 
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On Thursday February 28th, we will be holding an information afternoon tea in the Performance Centre at 
5:30pm.   All interested parents and students are invited. If you would like to attend, please phone the school 
office. For any enquiries please contact Sharon Schmidt or Kathy Gordon on 49799777 or email to 
kgord45@eq.edu.au.  Some new students this year whom we have identified have been invited to attend this 
information session, however, ALL  interested parents and students are more than welcome to come along!  We 
have lots of new and exciting activities in store for this year. 
 

ZONTA CLUB OF GLADSTONE 
YOUNG WOMEN IN PUBLIC AFFAIRS AWARD 
The goal of the Young Women in Public Affairs (YWIPA) Program is to encourage more young women to 
participate in public and political life by recognizing a young woman’s commitment to the volunteer sector, 
volunteer leadership achievements and dedication to the advancement of the status of women. 
Applicants are asked to reflect on their lives, their commitment to the communities in which they live, and the 
role models who have inspired them.  Applicants must be pre-university or Year 12 students (age 16-20).   
The recipient of the Award would receive a cheque for $250 and the chance to compete at both the District and 
International Levels. 
Applications may be downloaded from the Zonta International Web site (www.zonta.org). 
 

Don’t forget:   The BSL Zenith activities room is now open at 2nd break on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.  
All students are welcome to come and interact with other students in various activities. 
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 Does your teenager suffer from extreme anxiety? Around 8-10% of children and adolescents are affected by severe anxiety, which can cause 
significant problems in emotional, social, and educational functioning. Teens with anxiety may worry about meeting new people or being away from 
home; they may fear specific situations or just seem to worry all the time.   
 The BRAVE Program for Teenagers offers a 12-session internet- or clinic-based program for the treatment of anxiety in adolescents aged between 
13 and 17 years. Parents will also partake in some sessions. Families will complete the program either by attending clinical sessions at The University of 
Queensland or via the Internet and therefore must have access to a computer (PC) and the Internet at home.  Adolescents and families who wish to be a 
part of the study must be willing to be in either group (internet or clinic).   
 As this program will not receive any funding, to cover treatment costs, families will be charged a minimal fee of $100 for participation in the 
treatment program. This one-off fee includes all assessment interviews and treatment sessions for both parents and teenagers. If you are interested in 
participating in our program, please contact Renee or Sam from the BRAVE Program by telephone: (07) 3346 9516, or email: 
brave4teenagers@psy.uq.edu.au .  
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Position Vacant 
Benaraby State School has a 
position for a Schools Officer  
(Grounds and Facilities). 
The primary role of the position of 
Schools Officer (Grounds and 
Facilities) is to ensure that the 
grounds of the school are 
maintained in a neat, tidy, safe and 
hygienic manner. The Schools 
Officer (Grounds and Facilities) 
also has a role in contributing to the 
beautification and enhancement of 
the appearance and safety of the 
school's grounds.  The position is 
for 16 hours / week and the casual 
pay rate is $21.33 / hour. 
An application package is available 
by contacting:  Benaraby State 
School, 17 O’Connor Road, 
Benaraby or by phone on 4970 4333 
or by email on 
the.principal@benarabyss.eq.edu.au   
Applications 
close on Friday, 
29 February, 
2008 at 4:00pm. 
�

Calliope, Beecher & 
 Burua to Gladstone 
Conveyance Committee (Bus 
Services) 
It is a requirement by QLD 
Transport that an AGM of the four 
Bus Services that travel to Calliope 
and surrounding area be held.  If we 
do not hold this meeting QLD 
Transport could potentially cancel 
these services.  As Calliope and 
Beecher area are rapidly increasing 
in size, it is important that we hear 
from parents about Routes, Time 
Changes and if these Routes could 
potentially service YOUR street.   
 

The AGM will be holding on the 
19th February 2008 commencing at 
5:00pm at 36 Jim Whyte Way in 
Beecher. 
 

Michele Carlson 
Buslink QLD  Pty Ltd 
 

Tannum/Boyne Seagulls 
Rugby League 
Players required for U13’s, U14’s 
and U16’s for 2008 season.  Please 
contact Katrina 4973 9464. 

Back: Chelsea Sarra, Sam Dippel, 
Megan Baker and David Coom 
Front Row: Kirsten Clark and Jodie 
Ahwang 
 

Chelsea Sarra shares her career path 
choices to become a trainee in the 
area of Risk Control and Contractor 
Safety with Boyne Smelters Ltd. 

 

RIO TINTO ALCAN 
INDIGENOUS CAREERS 
TEAM 
Ex-Tannum students, 
Chelsea Sarra and Sam 
Dippel, took time out from 
their new careers to share 
their experiences with some 
of our indigenous students 
this week.  The guest 
speakers shared their stories 
to highlight the various 
pathways to employment.  
David Cooms (Yeppoon 
SHS) gave us an insight into 
subject selection and 
vacation employment, which 
has allowed him to now be in 
his fourth year of study as an 
Electrical Engineer.  Sam 
Dippel is now a HR trainee 
with Boyne Smelters Ltd.  
Megan Baker from 
Gladstone SHS is in her 2nd 
year working with the Safety 
Department, and is a trained 
Workplace Health and 
Safety Officer. 
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Where Position Application details 
Closing 
date 

Brumby’s  
Traineeships in Cert11 
 Retail Operations  

Application form 
from Career 
Board : 22/02/2008 

Gladstone area 
School Based Traineeship  
Certificate II in Business  

Orange SAIN application form  
on Careers Board  22/02/2008 

Goldings 
School Based Traineeship 
Certificate II in Business  

Application form from Career  
Board  15/02/2008 

 

QCS Test for Yr 12 students 
 
 

The Queensland Core Skills (QCS) Test is a mandatory test for students wanting to obtain an Overall 
Position (OP) score.  The format of the test is very different to what most students have encountered 
until now so Tannum Sands SHS students wanting to sit the QCS Test must complete the practice test 
sessions.  These are scheduled into their regular timetable at period 3 on Thursday**.  Occasionally 
students will be required to sit practice tests that last for 1½ or 2 hours straight, which will take time 
from their regular period 4 class.  This has all been accounted for in our planning and students won’t 
miss any curriculum time. **Some students have committed to before school QCS sessions and must attend these.  

The actual test is in early September and is held at the Boyne Island Community Centre across the two 
days.  To ensure students are aware of the procedures and to familiarise them with the format we run a 
two day practice session towards the end of June.  These tests are sent away to professional markers 
who provide feedback to students and the school.  Students have received a calendar outlining crucial 
dates but if you require additional information contact Russ Maynard (QCS Test Coordinator) or Todd 
Comrie (HOD Senior Schooling). Please mark 2 Sep and 3 Sep on your calendar! 
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Zenobia Swart 
 

Zenobia is one of our valued 
Moolbee (Services Supporting 
Learning) teachers at Tannum 
High.  This is Zenobia’s second 
year with us, and she has found her 
time with us rewarding.  If you 
want to win some extra points with 
Zenobia, your best bet would be 
with scones and cream.  And the 
Sound of Music is a favourite 
movie.  Wonderful childhood 
memories include playing games 
outdoors and not watching TV.  
Now for the 
big surprise, 
Zenobia is 
really only 
16 years 
old, just ask 
the Year 9 
and 10 
students. 
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Thursday 14th       House Challenge Practice & P&C Meeting 
Monday 18th         Civil Construction Course Year 11 & 12 
Wednesday 20th      PC Trials (Touch/Volleyball) & Meet the Teacher 
 

Thursday 21st   House Challenge (L1 & L2) 
Monday  25th   Year 11/12 Study Day 
Thursday 28th   Swimming Carnival & PC Netball, AFL & U18        
Union. 

 


