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Ski Trip 2009  

Year 12 Visual Arts students,  
officially open their Mural project.  
(below) P&C President, Mr John 

Wessling, and Teacher, Leila  
Vernalls, at the opening . 

 
 

 

Motivational Media presentation 

 

University Bound? See You at the Expo!   
If considering university, you really SHOULD ATTEND the 
Career and University Expo on Friday 24th, advertised in our 
last newsletter. Many universities will have displays at the 
Expo. For those students not catching our Friday bus, the 
expo continues on Sat 25 July at Gladstone SHS until NOON.  
Parents, this is a ’must see’ event. 
 

Possible Second Teacher Strike Thursday 30 th July 
Last Friday, a letter was sent home with all students 
regarding the proposed 24 hour stop work as advised by the 
members of the Queensland Teachers Union (QTU) for 
Thursday 30th July 2009.  For further information or for 
another copy of this letter, please contact our Office. 
 

Student Reports 
This Friday (24th July) reports will be distributed to all 
students.  If you have any queries or do not receive your 
student’s report, please contact Helen on 4979 9751. 
 

Motivational Media – Rebound 
Last Thursday many of our students took up the opportunity 
to view this big screen multimedia presentation.  It was 
focussed on the theme of rebounding from life’s difficulties.  
Here is a brief synopsis: 
 

Very few people in life have experienced a ‘dream run’ to 
success. In fact, many can talk about setbacks and even 
tragedies that could have potentially put an end to their 
dreams. But the difference between successful people and 
those who seem to end up with no direction in life, is not 
necessarily a matter of what hand fate has dealt them, but 
rather how they have rebounded from misfortune and 
hardships. As the Chinese philosopher Confucius said, “Our 
greatest glory is not in ever falling, but in rising every time we 
fall”.  
 

The importance of helping others.   Reach out to help 
others and provide them with the first step towards a new and 
more resilient life.  
The importance of seeking help.   Take the courageous step 
of turning to others and seeking help.  
The importance of positive attitude.   Taking control of our 
lives starts by having a positive attitude. Like a chain reaction, 
this leads to positive thoughts, positive actions and positive 
outcomes.  
The importance of staying in control .  Coping with 
misfortune and loss while under the influence of drugs or 
alcohol is like driving a car with a blindfold on. We need a 
mind that can focus on steering our lives in the direction we 
ultimately want to go, not a mind that is blurred and confused, 
that can make us lose control and even lead to tragedy.  
The importance of a new beginning.   Start a new beginning 
with a change of attitude, followed by actions that say, “Hey, 
I’m going in a new direction now.”  
The importance of focusing on goals.   To turn dreams into 
reality, we need to identify achievable goals, then work with 
determination on each step until our dream is realised. Let 
our imagination have wings. Extraordinary outcomes will only 
come from extraordinary goals. 
 

Goal Setting 
And guess what?  This week students wrote their goals on 
pages 81-82 of their student organisers! 

 
We extend a warm welcome to our 

new group of International 
students . 

 
Inside we introduce you to Aleida ,
Sarah, Xenia, Peer, Rodolfo & Pia.

COMING UP 
 

Fri 24 th 

Out of the Box 
Reports handed out 

 

Sat 25 th 
Tour de Chaplain 

Out of the Box 
 

Tues 28 th 
Excelerate Parent 

Information Evening 
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Matt Scott and Pia Suedkamp on 
the Ski Trip 

Hitting the slopes with some 
lessons. 
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Wednesday August 19th Year 10 into 11 
Subject information night from6pm – 7:30pm.   
Year 11/12 Tertiary information also from 
7:30pm.�
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The Australian Defence Force (ADF) currently 
has over 1500 technical trade and 
apprenticeship positions available each year, 
offering a wide variety of trade areas such as: 
construction, electro-technology, aviation and 
mechanical engineering.  The ADF also 
provides numerous great benefits such as 
subsidised accommodation, free health care, a 
generous salary package, and the chance to 
travel the world. 
 

There is also a fantastic opportunity for Years 
10 and 11 students to apply for a Defence 
Technical Scholarship (DTS) if they intend to 
pursue a Defence technical trade career after 
completing Year 12.  The DTS rewards 
technically savvy students for staying on at 
school and enrolling in specific subjects.  
Applications are open from 1 July – 14 August 
2009. 
 

For more information on technical careers in 
the Australian Defence Force, go to 
www.defencejobs.gov.au or call 13 19 01. 
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Our school has many programs that result in 
students attending learning opportunities 
outside regular school hours. As well we 
appreciate the demands of the senior 
schooling years mean many students benefit 
from taking time away from school to pursue 
extra curricular activities and/or undertake 
additional study at home. Recognising this 
diversity of situations, we allow Yr 11 and 12 
students to leave the school at 1.45pm on 
Wednesday (Year 11) or Thursday (Year 12). 
It is explained to students that this is a 
privilege not a right and students had to have 
completed specified tasks and an application 
form before variation is granted. Students are 
reminded that when they leave the school they 
must do so in the proper manner and go 
directly to their next destination.  Students with 
approved variation will have VAR written on 
their timetable.  If there is anything else written 
students are expected to be at school.  
�
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Have you seen the school’s website lately?  
We regularly update the web to keep our 
parents informed about important school 
issues.  We also upload the Newsletter each 
week, so you can view the photos in colour.  
Check it out today!! 
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This Newsletter can be emailed directly to 
parents on request by forwarding an email to 

lflet30@eq.edu.au . 
We are happy to add or remove your email 

address from our email list at any time. 
 

The Newsletter is also updated weekly on our 
school website http://www.tannumshs.eq.edu.au  

 

 
 

During the first week of the school 
holidays a group of 50 students and 5 
teachers travelled to Perisher Blue for a 
week of Snowboarding and Skiing. After 
we survived the long bus trip we booked 
into the motel and headed straight to the 
slopes. The first couple of days saw us all 
learning the basics in our lessons. It didn’t 
take us long though to master the chair 
lifts and the green runs. At night we 
enjoyed a hearty meal followed by games 
of pool and cards. It was great to sit near 
the fire and unwind after a hard day on 
the slopes. 
 

Snow started to fall mid week and with 
conditions becoming cold and windy we 
pushed on and continued to work on our 
skills. By the end of the week we were all 
flying down the slopes. Who would have 
thought we could hardly stand up a couple 
of days ago. 
 

The weather cleared up and with a nice 
dump of fresh snow we enjoyed our last 
morning at the snow. It was a pity that we 
had to leave at lunchtime to head home 
after such an amazing trip. 
 

We would like to thank Al and Kel our 
fantastic bus drivers from Topline Coach 
Tours. Thanks to all the teachers and 
students for making this such a great trip. 
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Our seven new International students 
arrived this week from Germany, Norway 
and Brazil.  They had a two day 
orientation which included sampling 
Australian cuisine, a tour or the school and 
a beach safety lesson.   
We welcome these students with open 
arms, and we are excited about their 
cultural contributions to our ever 
expending international student program.  

{{  

Peer Letzing & Rodolfo Anselmo 

Aleida Stumpenmeier & Sarah Losch  

 
 

Pia Suedkamp & Zenia Stoll   
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As school resumes for Term 3, parents 
are being urged to keep their children 
home if they are sick with flu-like 
symptoms. 
 

Symptoms of human swine flu are similar 
to seasonal influenza and include a fever, 
cough and/or sore throat. Other 
symptoms can include fatigue, myalgia, 
headache, body aches or chills. 
 

School closures remain an option in very 
limited circumstances but the likelihood of 
disruption during the new school term has 
lessened. 
 

If you have any questions regarding 
symptoms or illness, contact your general 
practitioner or call Queensland Health on 
13 Health (13 43 25 84) 
 

 

Our students perform at Q150 
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OUT OF THE BOX WORKSHOP 
2009 

 

BSL Zenith  is once again holding an ‘Out of 
the Box’ workshop for our students and our 
local Primary School students.  During the two 
days students will be exploring their multiple 
intelligences, identifying their strengths and 
weaknesses and taking part in a range of 
activities to develop their problem solving and 
thinking skills.  Students will be working with 
students from other primary schools as well as 
Year 8 students from the high school. 
Some of the activities will include philosophy 
and rocket propulsion. 
 

The program will be held at the Tannum 
Sands Surf Club on Friday 24 th July  and at 
the Tannum Sands High School  on Saturday 
25th July. 
 

Competition Update :  
Students who have registered are reminded 
that the ICAS English 
Competition will be held 
on 4th August and the 
ICAS Maths Competition 
will be held on 19th 
August. 
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FREE TAX HELP 

The Gladstone Regional 
Council’s Community Advisory Service is 
providing a free Tax Help service to assist 
low income earners complete their tax 
returns. This service is provided by 
Australian Tax Office trained volunteers. 
 

For appointments or queries please phone 
Community Advisory Service on 4976 6300 
or visit 142 Goondoon Street, Gladstone 
9am-5pm Mon-Fri. 

�
TEEN POSITIVE PARENTING 
PROGRAMME (11-17yo) 6.00-8.30pm 
4 x Tuesdays 11 h August to 1 st 
September 2009 
 

Where: Community Health Services 
Centre, Hospital Grounds. 
You must register by 2 weeks prior to 
commencement .  
 

YOU MUST COMMIT TO ATTEND ALL 4 
SESSIONS 
�

Teen Positive Parenting Program (Triple P) 
aims to promote a positive, caring 
relationship between parents and their 
teenagers. It helps parents develop 
effective management strategies for 
dealing with a variety of teenage 
behaviours, typical  day-to-day hassles and 
common  developmental issues. 
 

(Note: this program is intended to help 
parents and teens deal with � common  or 
basic  issues only!) 
 

For further enquiries and to register, phone 
4976 3130 Community Health Social 
Worker (Annelyn) .  Brochures available. 
 

                  

 

Gary Hill, Ausco’s Graham Thomas 
and Dave Dingle gearing up for this 

years HPV races.  
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JULY 
 

Wed 22nd Athletics Carnival 
Fri 24th  Out of the Box 
  Reports handed out 
Sat 25th  Tour de Chaplain 
  Out of the Box 
Tues 28th Excelerate Parent 
  Information Evening 
Thurs 30th Possible Teachers Strike 

 

AUGUST 
Wed 5th  Show Day Holiday�

2009 HPV is shaping up for a fast start 
with support from Ausco, Advancetex 
International and other local businesses.  
We are hoping to put fairings 
(aerodynamics) on most of the HPV’s this 
year to help increase speed.  Competition 
will be fierce with over 100 teams in the 
race this year. 
 

�
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Sports Carnival 
Out of the Box 
Creative Day 2  

�
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QAL Work Experience   
 

Each year QAL offers a one week block 
placement opportunity to students in the 
Gladstone region. Students from Tannum 
Sands SHS have been allocated the week 
12th-16th October.  Preference is given to 
Year 12 students; however students from 
Years 10-12 are encouraged to apply.  For 
more information and application forms contact 
Mr Todd Comrie at the school. 
 

School Based Apprenticeship with 
Reece Plumbing - Gladstone   
 

This position has been vacant for some time 
and Reece are keen to have it 
filled.  Interested students need to visit the web 
site for information and application 
details.  Click on 'Register' and complete the 
forms.  http://www.reece.com.au/careers/asba 
 

Australian Technical College (ATC) 
enrolments for 2010   
 

The ATC is a campus of Gladstone State High 
School and specialises in school based 
apprenticeships for students in the Gladstone 
region.  Interviews and aptitude tests for 
prospective students and parent for the 2010 
intake will be held from 10th - 28th 
August.  Expression of Interest forms can be 
collected from the Career Board on the 
school's Resource Centre or contact Keryn at 
the ATC on 49723655 for more information 
and to book a time.   
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JULY 
Thurs 23rd Helen Mison 
Fri 24th  Annie Williams 
Mon 27th  Rhonda Johnsen/Cindy 
  Brown 
Tues 28th  Tracey Webber-Hanson 
Wed 29th  Louise Stobbo 
Thurs 30th  Help Needed 
Fri 31st  Annie Williams 
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