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Our official new Captains – 
Jarryd Brown & Jacqui Riches  

Our official new Vice Captains – 
Morgan Wairoa & Jacob Johnston  

Who is the mystery conductor? 

 

Mr Brooks hands out awards for 
Cross Country 

Great to be back   
It was very pleasing to return to school just prior to the 
holidays, after an absence of three months. I was performing 
the duties of Executive Director of Schools (EDS) in the 
Central Coast District for seven weeks, followed by a period 
of Long Service Leave. I found my opportunity as EDS to be 
a great time to learn and rise to challenges at a different level. 
I also found it a valuable time to reflect upon our school and 
its operations. My time away only reinforced for me what a 
fantastic job staff and students do to create a quality learning 
environment here. Then, after 34 years service with the 
Education Department, I also enjoyed some slow mornings 
recharging the batteries! I look forward to another energetic 
Term 3 at TSSHS. 
 

I must place on record my sincere appreciation for the great 
leadership shown by Mr Rohan Brooks, as Acting Principal. I 
would also like to thank Mrs Harding (Acting Deputy) and Ms 
Werda (Acting House Coordinator) for the great job they did 
too! 
 

Student Parent Teacher Conferencing 
We use this term for our “parent-teacher interviews” because 
it emphasises two things. Firstly, we recommend your 
son/daughter comes with you. Thus, secondly, the discussion 
can be “with” your child, not “about” him/her. Students are 
encouraged to set goals, take responsibility for learning and 
progress and thus, “create futures”. Of course, adults – 
whether parents or teachers – play a key role in supporting 
achievement.  
Please set aside the date of Thu 6 Aug for S-P-T 
Conferencing. More details soon.  
 

Athletics Carnival 
All students are expected to be here on Wed 22 July for our 
Inter-house Athletics. It will be a fun day, with competitive and 
novelty events. All participants gain house points. Since we’ll 
have a focus on sun-safety, please ensure ALL students 
bring a hat, sun-safe clothing in house colours, wear plenty of 
sunscreen and stay in the shade when not competing. May 
the best house win! 
 

Why not E-Newsletter? 
The weekly newsletter is a KEY source of information from 
school to home. We really want parents to read it! I am 
surprised that more parents have not taken up our offer to 
receive it by e-mail. This back-up can be obtained by 
contacting lflet30@eq.edu.au  
 

Formal Assembly 
My sincere appreciation goes to students and staff for the 
excellent assembly held last term. We inducted our new 
leaders, heard a fantastic guest speaker, celebrated 
successes and witnessed lots of quality performances e.g. 
Jessica’s and Shanice’s wonderful drama skit. Our best ever! 
See page two for more pictures from Formal Assembly. 
 

Positive Parenting 
Please find inside more details about an upcoming course. 
Parenting teenagers can be a challenge for anyone at times. 
This course is about assisting parents to parent teenagers in 
a clear but positive way. Attending the course doesn’t mean 
you are a “bad parent” of course – it is about anyone getting 
some great tips and sharing experiences and techniques with 
others. As they say in the car ad’s…“Please consider!” 
 
 

WINNER OF THE M1 CYCLE FOR THIS 
TERM WAS…… 

 

David Madsen 

COMING UP 
 

Thurs 16 th 
Motivational Media 
 

Tue 21st 

Athletics 
Nomination Events  

 

Wed 22nd 
Athletics Carnival 
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We Farewelled Our International 
Students � 

LC Paul Rowe,the Snr Military 
Recuiting Officer for NQ, presented 

Stephen Riches with the RDFA 
Education Award.  

Miss Werda speaks on behalf of the 
school as International Co-ordinator. 

Gold Card Awardees 
 

������������������  
No. of 
Gold 

Cards  
 

YEAR 10 

Aileen Hess 
Ashleigh Barnard 
Jamie Cunninghame 
Haydon James 

 

 
 

3 
1 
1 
1 

YEAR 11 

Melissa Elliot 
Amy Quartermaine 
Chloe Cowan 
Adrian Jess 

 

 
 

2 
1 
1 
1 

YEAR 12 

Andrea Chick 
Georgia Milne 

 

 
1 
1 

Shanice Anderson & Jessica Adie 
perform “The Walrus”.  

 

An Absurdist piece inspired by the 
philosophical belief of existentialism; that 
this thing we call 'life' is nothing more than 
a series of routine behaviours one 
performs in order to avoid boredom and 
'fill the time' until we die.  Absurd theatre 
is indeed a unique style of theatre. Sound 
and words are used as a source of 
spectacle, performers shift between real 
and non-real acting techniques and there 
are strange, lengthy silences. The piece, 
entitled 'The Walrus', was written and 
performed by Shanice Anderson and 
Jessica Adie earlier this year as a part of 
their Drama assessment. 
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Students can do the Industry Blue Card course 
through an all day course on Friday 24th July 
at the school. To register students must pay 
$15 to the office by Monday 20th July. 
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Have you seen the school’s website lately?  
We regularly update the web to keep our 
parents informed about important school 
issues.  We also upload the Newsletter each 
week, so you can view the photos in colour .  
Check it out today!! 
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(Maberueli is an Eastern Torres Strait word 
meaning, “You are learning in a classroom.”) 
Maberueli Homework Centre is located at the 
Resource Centre and is opened Monday and 
Tuesday every morning from 7:40 to 8:30 a.m. 
Mathematics, Science, SOSE and English 
teachers are on hand to assist with 
assignments, homework or exam questions 
and queries. Computers are also available for 
those who require access to them.  
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For any students wishing to have extra 
assistance with Maths, tutoring is available in 
G211 & HE01, Wednesday to Friday from 
12:00 until 12:25 p.m. There are also teachers 
available in the Science Block at lunch times, 
with Chemistry in SC02 on Tuesday and 
Physics in SC09 on Monday for Year 11 
students and Thursday for Year 12 students. 
] 
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Please advise as early as possible if your child 
will be absent from school.  For all absentee 
related issues, please phone 4979 9767. 
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This Newsletter can be emailed directly to 

parents on request by forwarding an email to 
lflet30@eq.edu.au . 

 
We are happy to add or remove your email 

address from our email list at any time. 
 

The Newsletter is also updated weekly on our 
school website http://www.tannumshs.eq.edu.au  

 

Jenna-Lee Thompson, Natalie Wairoa 
and Tom Kirchner performed. 

Mr Adie congratulates Gold �Card 
awardees �

�
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13 boys Jaz Semmler  
13 girls Sophie Fortune  
14 boys Alex Chapman  
14 girls Nikki Cooke  
15 boys Jamie Cunninghame  
15 girls Charley Bond  
16 boys CJ Perkins  
16 girls Rachel Withoos  
17 boys Zac Bond / Duran Stander  
17 girls Emma Carroll  

 



Our new School Leaders for 2009/10 
 

 

�
Mrs Cunningham presents our new 

School and House Captains with 
their official badges. 
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Griffith Business School, the Young Workers' 
Advisory Service, the Industrial Relations 
Society of Queensland and the Queensland 
Department of Employment and Industrial 
Relations invite Year 11 and 12 students to 
participate in the 2009 Industrial Relations 
Essay competition. 
 

The winner will receive $600, the first runner-
up will receive $300, and the second runner-up 
will be awarded $200. In addition, the winner's 
school will receive $800. Every participant will 
be awarded a certificate of participation. 
 

The essay may be on any industrial relations 
topic. Industrial relations is defined as 'the 
interaction of people and organisations at 
work', and it includes not only what occurs in 
the workplace, but decisions that are made by 
governments about what laws and rules are 
set for what happens at workplaces. 
 

For more information please see Mrs Cook in 
Staffroom 1. 
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Let’s get growing! National Tree Day  
Planet Ark  is Sunday 2nd August 2009 at 
9.30am-12.00pm. Free: giveaways, 
sausage sizzle and refreshments. Phone 
Pamela 4972 4969 or 0428 
533 002 at Conservation 
Volunteers to register for 
free family fun. 
 

TEEN POSITIVE PARENTING 
PROGRAMME (11-17yo) 6.00-8.30pm 
4 x Tuesdays 11 h August to 1 st 
September 2009 
 

Where: Community Health Services 
Centre, Hospital Grounds. 
You must register by 2 weeks prior to 
commencement .  
YOU MUST COMMIT TO ATTEND ALL 4 
SESSIONS 
�

Teen Positive Parenting Program (Triple P) 
aims to promote a positive, caring 
relationship between parents and their 
teenagers. It helps parents develop 
effective management strategies for 
dealing with a variety of teenage 
behaviours, typical  day-to-day hassles and 
common  developmental issues. 
 

(Note: this program is intended to help 
parents and teens deal with � common  or 
basic  issues only!) 
 

For further enquiries and to register, phone 
4976 3130 Community Health Social 
Worker (Annelyn) .  Brochures available. 
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JULY 
 

Thurs 16th Motivational Media 
  (Gold Coin Donation) 
Tue 21st  Athletics Day –  
  Nominations only 
Wed 22nd Athletics Carnival 
Fri 24th  Out of the Box 
Sat 25th  Tour de Chaplain 
  Out of the Box 
Tues 28th Excelerate Parent 
  Information Evening�

�

�
 

QAL Work Experience   
 

Each year QAL offers a one week block 
placement opportunity to students in the 
Gladstone region. Students from Tannum 
Sands SHS have been allocated the week 
12th-16th October.  Preference is given to 
Year 12 students; however students from 
Years 10-12 are encouraged to apply.  For 
more information and application forms contact 
Mr Todd Comrie at the school. 
 

Tafe - Certificate II Hairdressing   
Two positions are available to start 23/7/09.  
 

Continuing students - reminder class times are 
8.30am to 4.00pm with 1/2 hour for lunch.  
�

�

 

Gladstone Career and University Expo   
The Gladstone Career and University Expo will 
be held all day on Friday 24th July and until 12 
noon on Saturday 25th July on the grounds of 
Gladstone State High School. Students have 
the opportunity to attend during school time on 
Friday, but must return the consent form and 
payment by Tuesday 21 July. Many of the 
larger southern universities will be represented 
at the Expo. This is a great opportunity for 
students to gain first hand information about 
courses and university life. As well there will be 
numerous employers to give employment and 
industry related advice and information. The 
cost to students travelling with the school will 
be $5 payable to the office. 
For more information contact Todd Comrie on 
4979 9762. 
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In Semester 1 TSSHS commenced the 
Excelerate 1 programme, which has 
helped selected students improve their 
literacy skills.  Students are making 
steady progress. Within a positive 
teaching and learning framework, 
students have participated in a 
programme where individual effort, 
conduct and achievement are rewarded 
numerous times within a lesson.  The 
incentive scheme provides opportunities 
such as excursions to the beach and 
Futures Awards. Excelerate 1 
complements the English curriculum, 
affording students three lessons per week 
during which they can develop reading 
accuracy and fluency, reading 
comprehension and written 
communication skills.  
 

Semester 2 has seen the implementation 
of Excelerate 2 with eleven Year 8 
students participating in this pilot literacy 
programme. Both programmes have been 
inspired by ‘The Exodus Learning Centre’ 
in Gladstone, the ‘Mulitlit’ programme 
developed by McQuarie University and 
the internationally recognised ‘SRA 
Spelling Mastery Programme’. Innovative 
computer programmes and engaging 
Reader’s Theatre resources also help 
students to engage with the written word 
and master literacy skills needed every 
day. 
 

Can you help us make a difference? 
If you can spare even one hour per week 
to read with a student as part of the 
lesson rotation we would love to hear from 
you! If you are able to volunteer some 
time on a regular basis please contact 
Rachel Nowitzke or Zenobia Swart on 
4979 9777. 
�
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News from the Ski Trip 
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JULY 
Wed 15th  Help Needed 
Thurs 16t h Help Needed 
Fri 17th  LyndellGilson/ 
  Annie Williams 
Mon 20th  Rhonda Johnsen 
Tues 21st  Tracey Webber-Hanson 
Wed 22nd  Heather Dunn 
Thurs 23rd Helen Mison 
Fri 24th  Annie Williams 
  

 

 


