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I trust this newsletter finds students and families well after the long weekend and students are looking forward to 
the final three weeks of this school semester. This is a very busy and demanding time of the year for the school 
as final assignments and exams are completed, together with other end of semester responsibilities. Please 
remember that the school will be operating right up to the last day and students should not be absent unless due 
to illness or exceptional circumstance. Once exams are finished, teachers in many cases will be starting on new 
work as we lead into the next semester. 
 

One of the other impact common issues at this time of year, with the combination of community events and the 
onset of colder weather, is the annual flu season.  This has been highlighted by the concerns around “Human 
Swine Flu”. In an earlier newsletter, I outlined the seven-day timeout period involving students that are returning 
or arriving from the following overseas countries: Mexico, United States of America, Canada, Panama and 
Japan. They are asked not to attend school for seven days from the date of entry into Queensland. This has been 
expanded to now include the Australian state of Victoria. Anyone in this situation who has returned or is to 
return from one of the affected areas, please advise the school and ensure that your child remains at home for 
seven days even if they do not have symptoms. The seven days includes weekends and public holidays. If your 
child becomes unwell (especially if they present with flu like symptoms), please seek immediate medical advice 
from your general practitioner. This is particularly important with the coming school holidays and any families 
that have travel plans involving Victoria. The situation is very fluid and no-one can tell what will be the current 
situation in three weeks time. The school is advised that the most current information can be found on the 
Department of Health and Ageing website: www.healthemergency.gov.au and is reviewed regularly in light of 
the current situation. 
 

In the event of a confirmed case of Influenza H1N1 (Human Swine Flu) in a student attending a school, the 
school will be closed for up to seven days. As part of the schools’ critical incident plan, a combination of public 
media announcements and direct contact with families is in place. We have been asking that families ensure that 
their contact details are up to date. In particular any changes of address and/or phone numbers need to be 
communicated to the school. Please contact the school office on 49799777 to notify of any changes. 
 

Once again, I point out that all forms of the Flu should be treated seriously, and that students can have a real 
impact on their own health and that of others if they follow some simple hygiene rules. Particularly: 
 

·  The use of tissues and handkerchiefs 
·  Putting tissues and other litter in bins 
·  Regular washing of hands 
·  Covering of mouth and nose when sneezing or coughing 

 

Hopefully, with some commonsense responses to these circumstances, our community can avoid the more dire 
impacts of this coming influenza season. It would be a real benefit if parents could reinforce to their children the 
importance of such hygiene rules as those above. 
 

Finally, a reminder that our Year 12 OP eligible students are undertaking the formal 2 day practise for the 
QCS (Queensland Core Skills) test this Wednesday and Thursday. This is an important component of the 
preparation program that has been running for most of this year. I encourage all those involved to apply 
themselves diligently to the process. It will have significant impact in the preparation process, with the school 
forwarding the practice paper away for paid professional markers to give feedback. 
 

Congratulations also to our new House Captains for 2009/2010.  We welcome our new Leaders: 
School Captains  Jacqui Riches and Jarryd Brown 
Vice Captains  Morgan Wairoa & Jacob Johnston 
 

Nagatin   Scott Cleaver & Chloe Prior 
Burarhl   David Vaughn & Jacqui Craig 
Ghinmhine  Claedan Perkins & Brittany Sanger 
Whoolghun  Jake Stark & Karyn Patterson 

�
 

GASSSA (Gladstone Area State Secondary Schools 
Alliance) members who were successful at the 

Showcase Awards recently, winning in the category 
of Excellence in Community or Industry 

Partnerships.  

Tues 16 th 
Vaccinations 
Year 10 and 

Year 8 Female 
 

Tues 23rd  

ICAS Writing 
Comp 
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The ‘Red Hat Ladies’ joined us the 
Biggest Morning Tea function in the 

Performance Centre recently. 
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On Tuesday 2nd June, approximately 201 
Year 10 students were put through their 
paces by a range of industry personnel.  
This fantastic “real world” experience is 
part of the Year 10 SOSE unit aimed at 
developing students’ career education.  The 
mock interviews involve students dressing 
up and being interviewed for their future 
career choice by someone from the 
community.  We would like to thank all 
those who generously gave up their time to 
make this very valuable experience 
possible. 
 

 
 

Cori Castle gained experience from 
being interviewed by Rio Tinto 
representative, Sarah Dundas. �

Jacob Malineack & Matthew Heald help 
work experience mentors from GAGAL, 
JadeGibson & Bryan Williams with the 
irrigation project at the school recently 
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During the Student Free Day last Friday, the 
whole staff, teaching and non-teaching, focused on 
the ongoing impact of technology in the 
educational process. Teachers investigated the ever 
increasing range of educational sites and learning 
tools available to them and students. The expanding 
incorporation of ICT’s (Information and 
Communication Technologies) into the learning 
plans for students is one of the stated goals of the 
school for 2009.  We have invested in significant 
hardware upgrades in the last 12 months and have 
plans for further expansion this year as the funds 
become available.  
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Have you seen the schools website lately?  We 
regularly update the web to keep our parents 
informed about important school issues.  We also 
upload the Newsletter each week, so you can view 
the photos in colour.  Check it out today!! 
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Reminder that all Year 10 and Year 8 Female 
vaccinations will be performed. 
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(Maberueli is an Eastern Torres Strait word 
meaning, “You are learning in a classroom.”) 
Maberueli Homework Centre is located at the 
Resource Centre and is opened Monday and 
Tuesday every morning from 7:40 to 8:30 a.m. 
Mathematics, Science, SOSE and English teachers 
are on hand to assist with assignments, homework 
or exam questions and queries. Computers are also 
available for those who require access to them.  
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For any students wishing to have extra assistance 
with Maths, tutoring is available in G211 & HE01, 
Wednesday to Friday from 12:00 until 12:25 p.m. 
There are also teachers available in the Science 
Block at lunch times, with Chemistry in SC02 on 
Tuesday and Physics in SC09 on Monday for Year 
11 students and Thursday for Year 12 students. 
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Nagatin Formal Assembly is less than a month 
away.  All students are reminded to get their Future 
Awards ad Excellence Awards in to receive a Gold 
Card.  Gold Cards can be presented at a number of 
local businesses to receive discounts when 
purchasing goods locally. 
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Please advise as early as possible if your child will 
be absent from school.  For all absentee related 
issues, please phone 4979 9767. 
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This Newsletter can be emailed directly to parents on 
request by forwarding an email to lflet30@eq.edu.au. 
We are happy to add or remove your email address 

from our email list at any time. 
 

The Newsletter is also updated weekly on our school 
website http://www.tannumshs.eq.edu.au 
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Congratulations to GASSSA (Gladstone Area 
State Secondary Schools Alliance) members for 
our successful Showcase Award announced 
recently. We won for our submission 
highlighting the strong links through the BITS, 
D2C, ATC and NRG programs in the category of 
Excellence in Community or Industry 
Partnerships. We currently have over 900 
industry partners ranging from small business 
through to Boyne Smelters Limited (Rio Tinto 
Alcan), Golding’s and Gladstone Power Station. 
Congratulations also to Heather Moller, for her 
successful entry in the category ‘Excellence in 
Leadership’ for GAMSET (Gladstone Area 
Maths Science and Engineering Teachers). A 
network established in 2005 to further develop 
the professional capacity of local Science and 
Maths teachers. 
 

These Regional awards allow us to progress to 
the State finals (with a little more work) at the 
end of June.  

Heather Moller receives her award for 
Excellence in Leadership for GAMSET�
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Dave Eborn from District Office, 
speaks to students about a career in 

the field of education. 
 

Year 10 Vocational Preparation Course 
Guest speakers from Rio Tinto, Queensland 
Correctional Services and Education 
Queensland spoke about career 
opportunities within their particular fields. 
All in all it was very informative with a new 
awareness of the effects of the ‘Global 
Financial Crisis’ on career opportunities. 
Students also realised career opportunities 
that they had not previously recognised in 
the legal and social services.  
 

Students from Year 12 Marine 
Aquatic Practices boating practical 
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My name is Caitlin Roffey and I am part of the 
magazine committee this year. We are a group of 
senior mentors who have graciously sacrificed 
our free time to make a magazine for our fellow 
students so they have a memoir of their time here 
at Tannum Sands State High. This year we 
students have hijacked the making of the 
magazine in order to make it more appealing for 
the students.  I will be regularly chronicling our 
progress of the magazine. This past weekend 
(31st of May) we had our first full on four hours 
of magazine making magic.  We finished a 
multitude of pages and learnt how to format 

magazine pages. There’s a 
lot of work to be done, 
and we will keep you 
updated on our progress. 
Watch out for more in 
later issues, including 
information on how to 
purchase your copy of the 
quality magazine we are 
creating.  
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Phillipa Evans, Tom Stegink and David 
Madsen take part in Murder Under the 

Microscope�
�

 
 

All junior Business and IT Studies students from 
now on, will attend an excursion to Boyne 
Smelters Ltd (BSL).  Last week the first group of 
Year 9 & 10 students attended this excursion to 
give them an insight into what they can look 
forward to, and expect from the BITS program in 
their senior school studies.  
 

Most students were surprised to find out from 
their attendance that the only way to do work 
experience at BSL was to attend the BITs 
program.   
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MURDER UNDER THE MICROSCOPE 
Last Thursday, five Year 8 students completed their 
investigations in “Murder under the Microscope” – 
an online environmental game for school students 
in Years 5 to 10.  The objective was for detective 
teams to solve a fictitious eco-crime.  BSL Zenith 
organised the team of Year 8 Zenith students to 
participate in this event under the guidance of Mr 
Hiscox.  As the theme was “Crisis on the Coast”, 
the students were motivated to learn and all 
benefited from solving the crime and submitting a 
plan to protect the environment.  
We eagerly await the results of their efforts. 

 

THE SIEMENS SCIENCE 
EXPERIENCE 

Science opportunity for 
Year 9 Students.  

 

A three-day hands-on practical science program 
will be conducted again in 37 Australian 
Universities and Tertiary Institutions in 2009/2010 
for students who will be entering Year 10 in 2010.  
Each program includes a wide variety of practical 
activities, excursions, career information together 
with interesting presentations by leading Australian 
Scientists and Engineers. 
This is a Rotary Youth Services Project, supported 
by the Australian Science Teachers Association and 
The Young Scientists of Australia.  The total cost 
of the three-day program is $105 (including GST).  
Local Rotary clubs are often willing to sponsor 
students to attend, so please contact your local 
Rotary club for details. 
Further information and application forms are 
available from your school, local Rotary clubs and 
from www.scienceexperience.com.au. 
 
REMINDER:  The ICAS English & Mathematics 
Competitions will be held next term.  English 
entries close 6th July and Maths entries close 21st 
July.  Please remember that students DO NOT need 
to be a member of BSL Zenith to participate. 
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Year 12 students interested in a career in Law as 
Lawyers, Law Clerk, Paralegal or Administration 
should check out the six day residential college 
course offered through Shine Lawyers, 
Toowoomba. Please ensure all details are 
investigated thoroughly before committing to any 
program. For more information contact Debbie 
Bassthingwaighte (07)46994608 or visit 
www.shinecentreoflearning.com.au 
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A School Based Apprenticeship in Engineering 
Production in Gladstone exists with MIGAS. 
Interested students must send a cover letter and 
resume to: Human Resources MIGAS, PO Box 
2037, Mackay 4740 or email to 
enquiries.mk@migas.com.au. For information on 
the company go to www.migas.com.au. Closing 
date 23rd June 2009 
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2010 Brisbane Tertiary Student 
Accommodation 
 

Raymont Lodge Residential College 
provides fully furnished accommodation for 
students undertaking tertiary study in 
Brisbane within a supportive Christian 
environment. 
 

The College is located only 4km from the 
heart of Brisbane, and in close proximity to 
University of Queensland and the 
Queensland University of Technology.  All 
public transport is within easy access to the 
College. 
 

Raymont Lodge provides modern and 
comfortable single room accommodation for 
up to 120 students in a safe and friendly 
atmosphere.  All meals are provided as well 
as a number of other services such as 
internet access, individual telephones, 
common room and swimming pool. 
 

Additional information is available on the 
internet at www.raymont.com.au or by 
contacting the College 07 3377 9903 and 
requesting an information kit. 
 

Raymont Lodge is a ministry of the Uniting 
Church in Australia, Qld Syno��
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The Tannum Sands Tennis Association 
invites everyone to come and play at our 
‘Fun Day Sunday’. 
 

Test out the speed of your serve with our 
SpeedBall Radar Speed Camera $1 a serve. 
 

Lots of tennis action for the adults and 
activities for the children. 
 

BBQ lunch for $7.50 or $25 for the family. 
Canteen facilities available. 
 

When :  Sunday 5th July from 9.00am 
Where: Tannum Sands Tennis Club, Canoe 
Point Road 
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10th Heather Dunn 
11th Helen Mison 
12th Annie Williams 
15th Rhonda Johnsen 
16th Tracey Webber-Hanson 
17th Help Needed 
18th Help Needed 
19th Lyndell Gilson & Annie Williams 
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JUNE 
 

Tues 16  Vaccinations Year 10 
  and Year 8 Female 
Tues 23rd  ICAS Writing Comp 
Wed 24th  Naidoc Sports Day at  
  Dennis Park 

Mon 29th  School Holidays Start 
 

JULY 
 

Mon 13th  Student Free Day 
Tue 14th  Back to school 
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