
 

������������������	�
����
�
�

Our students with their Vietnamese 
guide.  See inside for details of this 

excursion. 
 

Vietnam Trip  
 

 

Our Leaders at the Anzac march. 
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·  All our Vietnam Tour students who had a great 
overseas cultural experience and their intrepid teacher 
leaders – Ms Mallabar, Ms Hurley and Mr Hambling. 

·  Our students who demonstrated our commitment to our 
services through their involvement in Anzac Day 
celebrations. 

·  Students who ran hard or walked with a purpose at our 
annual school Cross Country Carnival. 

·  Committed students who have achieved excellent 
feedback on their Term 1 Early Warning Reports. 
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Our Year 10 students have been preparing their Senior Education 
and Training Plans within their SOSE classes during Terms 1 and 
2.  A copy will be sent home with Year 10 students in the near 
future.  We’ll also be developing electronic SET Plans through 
Education Queensland’s OneSchool system.  In the future these 
plans will be able to be viewed by students and their parents over 
the internet.  Now we need to use these well thought out plans in 
conjunction with the Early Warning Reports that were handed out 
last Friday 1 May to further student’s thinking on their futures 
and what subjects they will be selecting later this term.  You are 
again reminded that the Yr10 Subject Information Evening is on 
next Wednesday, 20 May (the same evening as the Year 8 to 10 
subject talks).  You should have seen the copy of the Job Guide 
that has been given to all Year 10’s and students should have 
accessed the MyFutures Website (www.myfuture.edu.au) to help 
make their choice for an interesting future. 
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Our Year 9 students have been focussed in class on ensuring they 
are developing their learning skills in preparation for the National 
Year 9 tests that occur on May 12 and 13 (catch up days – 
14/15).  As well, students have been experiencing the actual 
exam conditions which vary in some ways from our normal 
assessment program.  We have impressed upon all students the 
importance of taking these exams very seriously.  The results are 
compared with other schools across the State and Nation but 
more importantly, they give us a powerful indication of the skills 
of our students and this allows us to focus our teaching and 
learning experiences to provide better learning outcomes in the 
senior school. 
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REDI Parents is an initiative adopted by Tannum Sands State 
High School in 2008. For new parents to the school this stands 
for Resilience Education and Drug Information for parents of 
students attending our school. Last year we looked at issues such 
as alcohol and smoking. A number of guest speakers were invited 
to come along to our parent meetings in an attempt to assist 
parents help their children become more resilient to the pressures 
and temptations of teenage life. The first session this year will 
highlight Cybersafety and will be held as a combined High 
Schools evening at Gladstone State High School on 12th May 
at 7.30.  See inside for more details. 
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We are regularly looking for trained teachers to come to school 
on a casual basis to replace our teaching staff absent for 
professional development or due to illness.  Primary and high 
school trained teachers are encouraged to contact us to express 
interest in joining us to create positive futures for our students 
and community. 

  
 

“And they’re off and running”. 
Students participated last week in the 

schools Cross Country Carnival. 

Thurs 7th 
Australian 
Infomatics 

Competition 
 

Wed 13th 
Student/Parent/ 

Teacher 
Conferencing 



TSSHS staff in Vietnam traditional 
dress�

Remembrance ceremony at Long Tan�
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Details of the evening were sent home last week 
with the Report Cards.  To make an appointment, 
please phone 4979 9751. 
 

(-�/�3�4�15��*��-�%�'��)�
-6-�'�0�

This will be held on the 20th May.  Year 8 from 6-
7:30pm and Year 10 from 7:30-9pm. 
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Parents, please be aware that the school determined 
Student Free Day for 2009 will be on Friday 5th 
June this year. While students will not be at school 
that day, staff will be engaged in required 
professional development and in attendance for the 
whole day. 
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All uniform items are currently in stock. 
Uniform Shop hours 8:15am – 11:15am on  
Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings. 
Contact Monique on 4979 9752 for Uniform 
orders. 
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Last week a number of lost property items were 
listed that were waiting for collection. As the barrel 
was overflowing with lost items, we requested that 
students or parents check for any missing items by 
Wednesday 6th May 2009.  As stated previously, 
these items will then be donated to Bindaree.  
 
Red & White Golf Umbrella 
Snow white lunch box 
Pink cotton on bag 
Large blue pencil case with pencils and texta’s 
14/S School jumper – initials SP 
14/S School jumper 
16/M School shorts 
Aloha pencil case with ruler and calculator 
Blue Billabong cap 
White and black cap 
Size 30 Men’s black Rivers jeans 
Medium school shirt 
2 x 14/S School jumpers 
Oxide cap 
Blue/red top 
Blue floral butterfly pencil case – full 
Drink Bottle – Abigail Austin 
Black girls glasses – Vogue 
Size 8 Blundstone boots 
Red sandwich container – Tupperware with small 
fork inside 
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This Newsletter can be emailed directly to 

parents on request by forwarding an email to 
lflet30@eq.edu.au. 

We are happy to add or remove your email 
address from our email list at any time. 

The Newsletter is also updated weekly on our 
school website http://www.tannumshs.eq.edu.au 
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Travelling on trains, buses, 
planes, boats, bikes, kayaks 
and cyclos.  Eating every meal 

with chopsticks, crossing roads while trying to 
dodge hundreds of motorbikes and bargaining 
for souvenirs.  Dressing up as the royal family 
and enjoying a royal feast, these were some of 
the activities we experienced while in 
Vietnam. 
 

Among the historical sites visited, included 
Buddhist temples, the Reunification Palace in 
Saigon, War Memorial museums, the Battle of 
Long Tan Cross, Vung Tan and China Beach, 
Cu Chi tunnels, Khe San and the location of 
the My Lai massacre. 
 

Staff and students came back with a deeper 
understanding of the history of Vietnam.  
Every student completed feedback that 
showed individual growth from their 
experiences. 
 

“I believe experiencing humanity in a 
different culture was truly the highlight of the 

trip.”  Zara Stross 
 

“I began to interact 
with the locals, open 
my arms to them and 
their culture and 
surely enough they 
did the same.” 
Ashleigh Burns 
 

“I am thankful to 
have such an 
opportunity to 
experience such a 
mind opening 

journey.” Penny Clarke 
 

“All in all, this trip has definitely changed me 
as a person, I think for the better.”  Emily 
Shepherd 
 

“With one of Vietnam’s best tour guides 
around, Sinh, we were set to have an 
adventure of a life time.”  Rebecca Hammond 
 

“I encourage anybody who has the chance to 
visit Vietnam to seize this fantastic 
opportunity.  This country has so much to 
offer and I will treasure my memories of 
Vietnam forever.”  Jessica Adie 
 

“Our trip was fast paced and full of different 
activities including climbing through Cu Chi 
tunnels and diving off a boat at Halong Bay.”  
Alana Burraston 
 

“The experience of just being in Vietnam, 
looking out a window or walking down a 
street was just as effective as going to famous 
war sites and museums.”  David Barton 
 

After meeting a My Lai massacre victim I felt 
“it was a life changing experience….my 
values have changed.”  Teoni Stephens 
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Our students and staff take a moment 
to rest at the Unification Palace in 

Saigon. 
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COMPETITION REMINDERS 
ICAS Science Competition – entries and money 
due by Tuesday 12th May. (NB: this date is 
different to what is on the purple payment form as 
we have been able to give an extension.) 
Payment forms are available at the office. 
 

GIFTED EDUCATION REGIONAL 
CONFERENCE 

On Monday 27th April, three of our staff members, 
Sharon Schmidt, Julia Cook and Michelle 
Maughan attended the Gifted Education Regional 
Conference in Rockhampton.  The conference 
facilitator,  Michelle Juratowitch (a Pschyologist 
specialising in gifted ) delivered a great deal of 
information regarding the social and emotional 
issues facing gifted students.  It was obvious to 
everyone who attended, that Ms Juratowitch 
possessed a vast amount of knowledge and 
experience in the field. 
 

 
Some concerns have been raised regarding this on-
line competition.  Our school has advertised this 
activity for a number of years.  Although we 
certainly encourage ‘writing for fun’ we have been 
made aware that this particular activity may simply 
be a money making scheme.  If your student has 
their work selected to be published you will receive 
a letter offering you the opportunity to purchase a 
hard cover book with your student’s published 
work within.  In the past, the cost of this book has 
been up to $64.00.   Please be aware of this before 
you choose to participate, however, we are still 
happy to encourage students to write for 
enjoyment.  For some students this may be a 
welcome addition to their portfolio; eg. if they are 
studying journalism etc. 
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The closing date for work experience forms for 
the June/July holidays is Monday 11th May.  
Please ensure all completed forms are returned 
to Mrs Thompson in S/R 4 before this date. 
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We currently have a junior 
position for a casual for Saturday mornings and school 
holidays. 
 

The successful applicant will need to have the 
following qualities: 
 

Reliable  Enthusiastic 
Trustworthy Respectful 
Outgoing  Good Communication 
Interest in electronic & computer products  
Experience in customer service in the retail industry 
would be an advantage, but not necessary.  
 

Please send in a covering letter applying for the 
position, explaining in further detail why you would 
be suitable for this position.  Also include a copy of 
your current resume listing previous experiences, date 
of birth, email address & other contact details.  Also 
include copy of last 2 school reports (mid semester 09 
and End of year 08) and up to 3 references (preferably 
written). Address applications to The Administration 
Manager, Leading Edge Electronics Gladstone Hi-Fi,  
P O Box 5137, Gladstone or deliver to Cnr Tank & 
Auckland STS, Gladstone. Or email to 
Dbarl42@bigpond.com= 

Students and staff from TSSHS proudly 
marched in the Anzac Parade at Boyne 
Island�
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 More than fifty Senior Mentors, students and 
staff represented Tannum Sands SHS in the 
Anzac Day march on Anzac Day. Shanice 
Anderson, Shannon Peters, and Hayden James 
participated in the service by singing the 
National Anthems of Australia and New  
Zealand; and Jessica Cockerill spoke of what 
Anzac Day means to her. 
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Some students preferred to walk, while 
others took the faster option. 

 
The inter-house cross-country saw a different 
format this year with students able to choose 
whether they completed a competitive course or 
a non-competitive course.  The competitive 
runners were able to not only win their house 
extra points but if they finished in the top ten for 
their age group be awarded with an ice-block, 
donated by the P & C. The top six are now also 
able to go to the Port Cutis trials on the 26th of 
May in the interest of gaining representative 
honours. The non-competitive runners gained a 
point for their house at the completion of every 
lap with some runners able to complete up to six 
laps in the allocated time.  The competition 
ended up very close.  Nagatin came 4th, 
Ghinmhine 3rd, Burarhl 2nd and Whoolghun 1st at 
the end of the afternoon. 
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Young people today are immersed in digital 
technologies. They use the internet and 
mobile phones to socialise, study, exchange 
ideas and play. While online activity has 
many benefits, there are also risks.  
 

To help your children stay safe online, our 
local high schools are hosting Cybersafety 
Outreach—Internet Safety Awareness 
presentation. Designed for parents, teachers 
and students, this presentation is provided by 
the Australian Communications and Media 
Authority (ACMA) as part of a national 
program of cybersafety initiatives.  
 

The Cybersafety Outreach—Internet Safety 
Awareness presentation is thorough and 
non-technical. It covers a range of issues 
including:  

- ways children use the internet  
- emerging technologies  
- potential risks for children online  
- tips -help children stay safe online.  

 

The presentation is conducted by an ACMA 
Cybersafety trainer and is free of charge.  
 
Materials developed for parents include: 
Cybersmart Kids, an online guide to smart 
surfing, chatting and emailing.  
Visit www.cybersmartkids.com.au 
 

Cybersmart Kids brochures: 
Cybersmart Guide  
How to be phone smart 
Smart guide to social networking. 
 

Cybersafety Gateway - In mid-2009, 
ACMA will launch a Cybersafety 
Gateway—a web portal giving all Australian 
primary and secondary schools easy access 
to the full range of ACMA’s cybersafety 
education resources. The Gateway will host 
current ACMA resources, link to existing 
national and international resources and 
offer new materials as they are developed. 
The Gateway will include strategic tools for 
cybersafety education planning. 
 

Cybersafety Contact Centre Telephone 
1800 880 176.  
Email for information, printed materials and 
advice about online safety. 
cybersafety@acma.gov.au  
 

Please contact Carol Shuttleworth, for 
further information and to register your 
interest on 4979 9777.�
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7th Help Needed 
8th Annie Williams 
11th Rhonda Johnsen 
12th Tracey Webber-Hanson 
13th Heather Dunn 
14th Helen Mison 
15th Annie Williams 
�

�)/�%#-��/'&0-�
 

Thurs 7th  Australian Infomatics 
  Competition 
Wed 13th  Student/Parent/Teacher 
  Conferencing 
Tues 21st  Steve Apirana visiting  
  Year 8 & 9 students 
Wed 20th  Year 8/10 Subject Info 
  Night 

 

 


