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Member for Flynn Chris Trevor with our 
Student of the Term Awardees.�
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See insert for more photographs. 
 
 

Shanice Anderson and Jessica Adie 
performing The Glass Menagerie 
 

 

Reporting to Parents 
 

We have revamped our reporting style and schedule this year, to better 
match our revamped Junior Curriculum. In Year 8, 9 and 10 this year, most 
units we are offering are of a semester’s, rather than a term’s, length. Hence 
we will issue FULL REPORTS in July and December, at the end of 
Semester One and Two. These will contain A to E ratings for Achievement, 
Effort and Behaviour, supplemented by detailed comments from teachers.  
 

However, we are anxious to begin our home-school partnership early in the 
year, knowing that, especially for Year 8’s and other new students, you will 
wish to know how your son or daughter has settled in for the year. Hence 
we will issue BRIEFER, “early warning” REPORTS in late April. These 
will have A to E ratings for behaviour and effort. With regards to academic 
progress, because of the limited formal assessment students have 
undertaken to date, this will be indicated by a teacher comment (rather than 
an A to E code) indicating unsatisfactory, satisfactory or pleasing progress 
so far this year.  
 

There will also be parent-teacher interviews on the 7th May, that will 
include discussion of the interim report.  We call this Parent-Student-
Teacher Conferencing at our school. We encourage students to come so the 
discussion is with the student, not about him/her. More details in future 
newsletters… 
 

Cross Country  
 

First week back sees the next battle for House supremacy. Still time to train 
over the holidays! Parents are welcome to come and watch our Cross 
Country.  
 

Fitness, of course, is important for young people. You will have seen in 
previous newsletter and newspaper articles the large number of our students 
gaining Port Curtis (district) and Capricornia (regional selection), as well as 
school teams playing in round robin and knockout competitions… plus 
students performing through club sport right up to national competition. 
Well done! 
 

 

For the Fridge 
 

It’s a small piece in each newsletter… but really important. Parents are 
strongly encouraged to transcribe these dates. From time to time, we hear, 
“We didn’t know that was on” - despite dates having been advertised in 
quite a number of our previous newsletters. We really like families to have 
as much warning as possible about school activities.  
 

Student Free Days 
 

Term 2 starts with a student free day for all Qld state schools on Monday 
14 April. Our school is having a wide choice of staff development activities 
in the area of information technology. This should help all teachers to 
maximise use of their laptops.  
 

Each school also has a Concessional Student Free Day each year, whose 
date is set by each school, to match local priorities for staff development.   
We will hold ours this year in May, with the finalised date being advertised 
in the next Newsletter. 
 

Shave for a Cure 
I am really proud of our students raising over $6 000 for the Leukaemia 
Foundation! 
 

                                                                       Ray Johnston 
                                                                       Principal  
 

 

 
 

Chris Trevor was pleased to present the Inter- 
House Swimming Shield to Nagatin House 
Captain Elleah Lewis and School Captain 
Alex Matheson Brown.  Mr Drew Johnston 
(right) was the Captain of winning Nagatin 
Staff swimming relay team. 
 

  

5th -13th 
Easter 
Holidays 
 
Monday 14th 
Student Free 
Day 
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Parents and students of Year 8 and 10 are invited to an information night about our school curriculum for Semester 2 this year on Wednesday 14 
May - Please mark this in your calendar.  The fine details are still being worked out, however, we will run separate sessions for Year 8 and Year 
10 students on this night and teachers will be present to offer personal advice to you on each subject offered.    
 

Year 8's will be assisted to select their four Elective Semester Units over the next two years - Semester 2 Year 8, Semesters 1 & 2 Year 9 and 
Semester 1 Year 10.  These choices should be in subjects they like, think they will be good at and might be related to the employment options they 
are considering for the future.  Year 8 students will also be required to indicate some spare choices if we are unable to place them in their original 
4 choices.  Year 8 students are encouraged to start thinking now about what these employment options might be! 
 

Year 10's will select their final Year 10 curriculum units that have been aligned closely to our senior curriculum.  This will take the form of 6 
subject choices, that will include English and Maths, but there will be a choice from different level units that relate to senior English and Maths 
offerings.  The other 4 semester subjects will be in the student’s elective choice areas and again it is hoped that these subjects will align with your 
student’s anticipated choices into the senior school.  Of course, with the larger class sizes in the junior school, we will not be able to provide quite 
as much choice as we can when setting up Year 11 choices.  Therefore, students will also be asked to choose some spare choices in subject areas 
they would also be interested in if their first choice is not available.  Parents and students are encouraged to have some important discussions 
about these choices, however whatever is chosen does not lock students into these subjects in the senior school!  If students change their minds, 
they can also change direction when choosing subjects for Year 11 towards the end of Term 3 this year.  All students are asked to ensure their 
choices align with their Senior Education and Training Plan (SET Plan), which they have been completing in their SOSE SS4 unit this term or will 
complete in the first half of next term.  Students will be placed into classes depending on their previous achievements in their selected subjects and 
whether their choices do align with their SET Plan. 
 

Further information will be given closer to the subject selection time.  Choices will be due to the student's House Group Teacher by Monday 19th 
May.  Please note that it will be more difficult for us to give students their first choices if they choose to submit choices after this date, as courses 
fill. 
 

If you have any concerns or require assistance in this process, please contact John Adie, Deputy Principal, on 49799777. 
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On Thursday 27th April, approximately 120 Year 10 students were put through their paces by a range of industry personnel.  This fantastic “real 
world” experience is the culminating activity for the Year 10 SOSE unit, aimed at developing students’ career education.  The mock interviews 
involve students dressing up and being interviewed for a position by a real employer from the community.  We would like to thank all those who 
generously gave up their time to make this very valuable experience possible.  The rest of the Year 10 cohort will get their turn next term.   
For further details on this experience, contact Ellen Kean on 4979 9728. 
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(below) Kay Hunter from QAL and Denikka Johnsen-Keable 
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The Questacon Smart Moves Invention Convention (QSMIC) is an 
exciting five day program that provides 30 Australian high school 
students with the opportunity to turn their inspired ideas into reality.  
Delegates spend a day with successful Australian inventors and 
entrepreneurs, who share their real-life experiences of what it takes to 
develop an idea from concept to the market place.  
 

The Questacon Smart Moves Invention Convention is a great opportunity for innovative young Australians to meet other 
like-minded people from around the country. The convention is a full-on five day program that provides delegates with the 
knowledge and skills they need to develop their idea further. 
 

The Invention Convention is an all-expenses paid trip to Canberra, funded by Backing Australia's Ability. This covers 
transport to and from Canberra, accommodation and all meals during the convention.  Applications must be received by 
20th May 2008. 
 

For more information please see Mrs Cook or go on-line at www.smartmoves.questacon.edu.au 

 



 

(above) Year 8 students Hayley Quartermaine and Renee 
VanDartel in recovery after having their vaccination last 
week, while Year 9 student Alex Murdoch (right) braved 
up for her injection. 
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University Entry for non-OP students  
Most people are aware of the Overall Position 
(OP) score used as an entry for University in 
QLD.  A similar method is through a Tertiary 
Entrance Rank (TER).  To be eligible for a TER, 
students need to have completed 20 semester 
units of Authority (OP subjects) and/or Authority 
Registered subjects (non-OP subject).  Students 
must also complete the QCS Test, then apply for 
a TER through the QTAC process.  More 
information can be found under 'publications 
(information sheets)' by visiting the website at 
http://www.qtac.edu.au/ or see Mr Comrie or a 
Guidance Officer. 
 

Yr 12 QCE eligibility  
This year's Year 12 students will be the first 
cohort to be eligible for the new qualification 
called the Queensland Certificate of 
Education.  Not all Year 12 graduates will 
receive the QCE, as students are required to meet 
certain standards.  Determining if a student is 
eligible or not is a little tricky, especially for 
students undertaking alternate learning pathways.  
Note:  Students only gain QCE credits for 
subjects they pass. 
 

To assist, all Year 12 students have been asked 
to complete a self audit form (big green sheet), 
which will allow them to determine if they are on 
track for their QCE or not. Students will have to 
have this form signed off by parents.  If students 
require another form or additional information 
please contact Todd Comrie. 
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Mrs Danielle McAuley is our new 
Teacher Librarian in the Resource Centre. 
Danielle is the proud Mum of two girls 
Harriet and Georgia, and lists her favourite 
food as anything she doesn’t have to cook! 
She lived overseas for four years and loved 
the experience.  
Little Known Fact  Whilst overseas, she 
entertained Robert De Niro when working 
in Elat on cruise boats.  Danielle’s 
favourite childhood memory is camping 
with family and friends. 
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School-based Traineeship in Business vacancy  
 

Training Queensland in Gladstone have a 
vacancy for a school-based traineeship in 
Business.  Applications including a resume and 
handwritten cover letter to be sent to: 
 

         Attention Tamara, Lock Bag 15, 
Gladstone, Q. 4680.  Closing date 18th April.�
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This term the Tannum Sands Student Council decided to promote and raise funds for The 
Leukaemia Foundation’s “World’s Greatest Shave”.  This was met with enthusiasm and 
dedication by many students and teachers that wished to Shave, Colour or Wax to raise 
awareness and fund medical research. 
 

As a result of this community action and support over $6000.00 was raised by students 
undergoing the World’s Greatest Shave or through other Student Council led activities.  The 
Student Council wishes to thank the students, teachers and community that have supported 
this event.  A special thank you and mention should go to Angie and Rachel at Angie’s Hair 
Graphics in Garnet Street, who donated time and expertise in shaving our brave students’ hair. 
 

The Leukaemia Foundation is the only not for profit organisation in Australia dedicated to 
caring for people with leukaemia, lymphomas, myeloma and other blood related disorders.  
This donation will aid in funding cutting edge medical research which will 
ultimately find better treatments or cures and housing for families to be 
near a love one undergoing treatment. 
 

Miss Patzwald (teacher) said on a personal note, she wished to thank 
everyone that donated money, time and effort in this endeavour.  It 
shows the great community spirit and support found in Tannum 
Sands, and its surrounding areas.  Bravo. 
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New opening hours for the Gladstone Regional Council, Boyne Tannum Community Centre and Library  are as follows, and will take will 
take effect as of 31st March 2008. 

Weekday' opening hours will be from 9am to 5.30pm 
Saturday opening hours will be from 9am to 4pm 
Sunday opening hours will be from 9am to 3pm 

 

FOR SALE – BMX Racing Bike. For details please contact Kerrie on 0400 775762. 
 
 

����������
1���������������������������
	�
��#))' �
Monday 7th – Friday 11th                                            Easter Holidays 
Monday 14tth                                                               Student Free Day 
Thursday 17th                                                              P & C Meeting 

Thursday 17th                                 School Cross Country 
Monday 21st                                   Austlife RE Program 
Thursday 24th                                 Anzac Day Ceremony Parade 
                                                       Term One Reports Distributed 
Friday 25th                                      Anzac Day Public Holiday 
 

[ 
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  Sunday   

14 Monday Student Free Day  

15 Tuesday Snorkelling Gladstone Pool 

16 Wednesday House Parade 

17 Thursday School Cross Country L3/4, P & C Meeting 

18 Friday Snorkelling Gladstone Pool 
Saturday/Sunday   

 Monday Parade,  AUSLIFE RE Program Y10 L1/2,Y11 L3/4, Snorkelling Gladstone Pool 

22 Tuesday House Group Meetings 

23 Wednesday Open Brisbane Lions Cup 

24 Thursday emony Lesson 1, Y12 Variation comm., Term 1 Reports Out  

25 Friday Anzac Day Holiday 
  Saturday/Sunday   

28 Monday Parade, Junior Brisbane Lions Cup 
    May 

1 Thursday Parade, Girls Futsal (Rockhampton) 

2 Friday HG Meetings , Boys Futsal (Rockhampton) 
  Saturday/Sunday   

5 Monday Labor Day Holiday 

6 Tuesday PC Trials Cross Country 

7 Wednesday House Parade, Student/Parent/Teacher Conferencing 3.30  to 6.00pm 

8 Thursday Parade, Aust Infomatics Comp, PC Basketball, P&C Meeting 
  Saturday/Sunday   

12 Monday Parade 

14 Wednesday House Parade, Year 8/10 Subject Information Night 

15 Thursday Parade, RTA Indigenous Year 8 Activity, Vicki Wilson Netball 
  Saturday/Sunday   

19 Monday Parade, 8/10 Subject Selectons Due 

20 Tuesday House Group   

21 Wednesday House Parade 

22 Thursday Parade, QCS MC (Y12,L3/4), QUT Smart Train, PC (15yrs Football & Rugby), RTA Big Science 
  Saturday/Sunday   

26 Monday Parade 

27 Tuesday Year 8/9/10 Vaccinations (TR) 

28 Wednesday House Parade 

29 Thursday Parade, ICAS Science Competition (JC) 
  Saturday/Sunday   
    June 

2 Monday Parade, CAP Trials Cross Country 

3 Tuesday CAP Trials Basketball 

4 Wednesday CAP Trials (15yrs Football & Rugby Union) 

5 Thursday Parade 
  Saturday/Sunday   

9 Monday Queen's Birthday Holiday 

12 Thursday Parade, ICAS Writing Competition (JC), P & C Meeting 7.30pm 
  Saturday/Sunday   

16 Monday Parade 

18 Wednesday QCS Practice All Day (Yr12 - TC) 

19 Thursday QCS Practice All Day (Yr12 - TC) 
  Saturday/Sunday   

23 Monday Parade 

25 Wednesday Formal Assembly 
  Saturday/Sunday   

HOLIDAYS 
28 June - 14 July  Winter Vacation 

20 September - 5 October   Spring Vacation 
20 October   Student Free Day 

Finish Dates:  21 November Year 12, 28 November Year 10/11, 12 December Year 8/9 
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Masked Choreography performed by Year 10 Students 
Britanny, Morgan, Natasha, David, Duan and Jenna Lee. 

(back) Duan De Bruin, David Vaughn, (front) Jenna Lee 
Thompson Tash Mulligan and Britanny Anderson 

�

�
Jessica and Shanice’s stunning performance of  

‘The Glass Menagerie’ 

�
Stage Band Performing ‘At The Hop’ 

�
Our International students Varo, Melissa and Melina spoke 

about pathways that lead them to Australia 

 
 
 
Jason Smith performed 
the Michael Buble song 
“Everything” ,  and was 
beautifully accompanied 
on piano by Hirru 
Manivasagan 

�
Gold Card awardees 

James DeBritt, Jarred Eccles, Amanda Miller ,Gemma 
Newton, Vicki Stegink, Anne Rolfe, Hayley Jones and 

Andrew Liaw�

Jordan Roper Congratulates Matthew Madsen on winning this 
terms $900 BMX bike, kindly donated by Matt Jenkin from 

M1 cycles 
 

 


