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I am very pleased to welcome all new members of our school community in 2008 to Tannum Sands State High School.  
I have been most impressed by the behaviour and adaptability of our Year 8 students.  With additional student 
enrolments from interstate and local areas, our school population will see a slight increase.  Our staff will have three 
Deputy Principals this year – Mr John  Adie, Mr Kevin Giles and Ms Yvette Rimmer who is Acting Deputy Principal 
whilst Mr Brooks is Acting Principal at Toolooa State High School this semester.  We also welcome a range of new staff 
members: 
 

Permanent 
Zoe Davey………   Maths/Science                   Michelle Lofthouse…..Business 
Reuben Schmitt…   Maths/Science                   Annette Wrack……….English/SOSE 
Kim Murray……….Maths/Science                   Lauren Clements……..English 
Graham Leeson……HPE                                  Michelle Maughan…...Science 
Catherine Dern…… Japanese/English              Ross Hunter………….Information Technology 
Irene Milic…………Instrumental Music(Strings) 
 
 

Contract 
Terry Parsons………Music                                Cathy Hogan……….. Special Education 
Janet Martin………..Maths                                Pieta Lalor…………..English 
Nicola Townsend…..Scientific Operations        Louise O’Neill………Scientific Operations 
Kerri Stokes………..Teachers Aide                   Margaret Bogaart…   Teacher Aide 
Serena Lowe……….SOSE/Science                   Yvette Rimmer………Acting Deputy Principal 
 

Acting 
Fash Paymon ….…..HOD Maths Sem 1            Tony Muller……….HOD/Science Sem 1 
Narelle Cleaver   …..HOD IT Sem 1                  Helen Hill………….Home Ec/Resource Centre                 
�
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We were really pleased that our 2007 Seniors received quality OP Scores once again. 18% received 
OP1-5 and 77% OP1-15 (state average 69%). Natalee Williamson topped the grade, with very high 
“VHA” results and with her OP1 was accepted into medicine at James Cook University. 98% of our 
students who applied for university received an offer, with two-thirds receiving their treasured first 
preference. As usual, a swag of students obtained apprenticeship positions.  
 

Good luck to the Class of 2008: you have 184 school days left to create your best Senior 
Statement and a Qld Certificate of Education! 
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Welcome to our first school newsletter.  Our second edition will be posted home as it contains important information we 
want all parents to have.  If you have changed address or other details recently please ring our office to update these over 
the phone.  Future editions will then be brought home by the students usually on a Thursday weekly.    
If you have any suggestions for future newsletter topics, please ring Ray Johnston, Principal on 49 799777. 
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Any students who are requesting changes of subject must do so in the first two (Years 9 or 10) or three (Years 11 or 12) 
weeks. This must be for a valid educational reason (not because you don’t like the teacher) and there must be room in 
the subject into which you wish to change.  
In particular, those Year 12 students who failed subjects in Year 11 (LA or VLA) are urged to see the Guidance Officer 
to consider changing, instead of remaining in a subject ‘way beyond’ your abilities.  
 

It is current school policy that ALL students will do a full 6-subject load UNLESS the student is doing some other 
approved off-campus learning or, in the view of the Principal, compassionate reasons exist for dropping one or more 
subjects. 
                                                                                                                                                                Ray Johnston 
                                                                                                                                                                Principal 

 
Tannum High’s School leaders returning this year to fulfil their 
obligations. 
 
 

Alex Matheson-Brown & Ellinor Johnston (School Captains),), Aaron Mulhane 
& Hirruthyaa Manivasagan (School Vice Captains), Josh Ward & Elleah Lewis 
(Nagatin), Kiara Austin & Ben Heinrich (Ghinmhine), Kim McKenzie & Jordon 
Roper (Burarhl) and Cara Aspel & Ben Wriede (Whoolghun). 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Monday 4th 
Tafe Starts  
Year 11/12 
Tuesday 5th 
PC Tennis 
Trials 
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Under our Act, and in consultation with the P&C, a Responsible Behaviour Plan has been developed for our school. As stated in the Act, all parents 
will be asked to sign an Enrolment Agreement indicating their understanding of the Plan. Both these documents will be posted home shortly. Parents 
are asked to read the Plan and sign and return the Agreement. (N.B. If you have changed your address, please ring our Office on 49 799777, so that 
our records can be updated before this posting).  

	
������
����
�
�����

����

�
���
If you are from interstate, the QLD term is 
“P&C” .  P&C meetings are held on the 
2nd Thursday of every month in our school 
Resource Centre.  We would love to see 
maximum parent participation.  Getting 
involved can be fun… and a great way to 
know the school from another angle.  I 
rely heavily on advice from the P&C and 
in return endeavour to give a fulsome 
report each meeting.  The first meeting 
(Not AGM) is Thursday 14th February 
2008 @ 7:30pm.�
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We believe that students need to to develop skills for learning.  In high school, this includes 
becoming much more organised and less teacher dependent for out of school learning.  All students 
have been supplied with a Student Organiser.  Time has also been allotted during extended House 
Group meetings to begin using these.  Senior students should now have completed pages 1, 3, 27, 28 
& 29.  As assessment dates are issued these should be written in page 30 as well as on the relevant 
date. Junior students should have pages 1, 3, 27,28 & 30, with assessments being marked on page 29 
as well as, on the relevant dates. 
 
Student Organisers should be kept as well as any other text or exercise book – they are not for 
defacing – and are for school work only.  (Students are welcome to have a separate personal diary if 
they wish to record friends’ birthdays, addresses and so on).  Whilst the first Organiser is free (being 
part of the Resource Hire Scheme), replacements must be purchased.  Students will be asked to 
purchase a replacement if they lose or deface their Organiser. �
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Tannum High School is 
proudly showing its 
international welcome mat 
again this year with two more 
international students joining 
the ranks this semester.  
 

Year 11 students, Melissa 
Froehlich from Dusseldorf and 
Melena Lehmann from 

Heidelberg, are excited to be here, but coming straight from a European winter to     sub-tropical temperatures has been ‘quite difficult’ said Melissa.  
 

The girls are being hosted by local families and with the benefit of the internet are finding it easy to send all the Aussie news back home to Germany. 
Please make sure that our international students receive our normal warm Tannum High welcome. 
Our first international student, Varo, enjoyed his time with us so much that he decided to extend his stay until Easter!  We farewelled Maggi, our 
student from Vechta in Germany, at the end of last year.  Maggi had a wonderful stay in Australia and said that her experience was made really 
special thanks to the generosity and friendship of so many of our students. 
 

                                                                           
(Right) 
 8F get ready 
for their first 
English 
Class with 
Miss Wrack 
 

(Left) 
Brendon 
says hello to 
our hard-
working 
uniform shop ladies Monique and Rhonda. 
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The normal operating hours 

of the Uniform shop are: 
 

Monday, Wednesday & 
Friday  

8:15 – 11:15am. 
 

For enquiries contact 
Monique on 4979 9752.�

�������
���������
�
�����	����
��

�

The BSL Zenith Team would like to welcome back all of our Zenith students, and encourage any new students 
to have a look at our program and see if they would like to join.  An information session will be held at the end 
of February for interested parents and students. More information will be available in the next newsletter. 
 

At Tannum Sands State High School we believe that all students can be successful and achieve excellence.  The 
Gifted Strategy is built around this foundation and encourages students with Talents, Interests and Gifts to seek 
out those opportunities that will allow them to go higher.  Our Gifted program is given the name The 
BSL Zenith Program and has its origins in the meaning of the word Zenith.  By taking part in 
the program students are encouraged to go above and beyond to attain the highest point they can 
reach.  
 

The BSL Zenith Program was first developed in 2001 and has been growing strong ever since.  Students have 
many activities, competitions, workshops and excursions in which they can choose to participate in.   
 

We look forward to seeing you all throughout the year. 
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TERM 1      Volleyball  Week 4 Opens, Week 6 Year 9/10,    
10 Weeks                                 Week 8 Year 8 (Tuesday),  
                                                 3 twilight   carnivals 
                     Aust Rules  Week 6-10 Opens (Wednesday),  
                                                 Week 9 Year 8/9 boys (Friday) 
      Surfing  February 23rd (Saturday) 
 

TERM 2       Netball Week 6-8 (Thursday)  
11 Weeks                                  2 twilight carnivals 
                      Aust Rules  Girls comp Week 3-5 (Tuesday) 
       Rugby League  Week 3-8 (Wednesday) 
 

TERM 3       Rugby Union  Week 8-9 (Tuesday) 
10 Weeks      Soccer  Week 2-7 (Wednesday) 
       Basketball         Week 2-5, 4 twilight carnivals,  
                                                  one carnival per division  
                                                  e.g. open boys 
TERM 4       Touch   Week 2-7 Juniors,  
10 Weeks                                  Week 2-6 Seniors (Tuesday)   
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Presently, there are a multitude of Port Curtis Sporting Trials running or 
about to occur, ranging from Touch to Squash. Information on these trials 
can be found in the insert in this newsletter. Students need to listen carefully 
to notices to find out about where and when to go to obtain details. 
Timelines are usually very tight, as teachers helping out with school teams 
can only pass on information once it comes from the convenor of the trials. 
Accompanying this newsletter also is a code of conduct for various parties at 
trials. Please take some time to read about the level of conduct required at 
trials. If you have any questions, please ring Kate Holmes, the Port Curtis 
Sport Coordinator at our school, on 49 799 777. 
 

As well as trials, the school receives information 
regarding interschool sporting competitions that are 
running during the year. These can range from local 
competitions to nation wide sporting activities. 
Already, through the notices, there has been 
information for students who wish to participate 
in volleyball, tennis, futsal, cricket, golf, softball 
and surfing competitions! As with trials information, 
teachers can only call for student interest when they have received 
information from the people or company running the event. Teachers 
involved in these activities have held meetings to disseminate information 
already, however if your student wishes to be involved in these 
competitions, parents can speak to Kate Holmes, on 49 799 777, to receive 
advice on who to talk with to obtain more details.   
 
[ 
Please note the following is a directive from Education Queensland in 
regards to Insurance Cover for students undertaking physical activities. 
 

Physical activity and physical education, particularly contact sports, 
carry inherent risks of injury.  
 

Parents are advised that the Department of Education Training and 
the Arts does not have Personal Accident Insurance cover for 
students.   
 

Education Queensland has public liability cover for all approved 
school activities and provides compensation for students injured at 
school only when the Department is negligent. If this is not the case, 
then all costs associated with the injury are the responsibility of the 
parent or caregiver. 
 

It is a personal decision for parents as to the type and level of private 
insurance they arrange to cover students for any accidental injury 
that may occur. 
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Welcome to High School - Tannum High School welcomed around 
215 new year 8 enrollments this week, as well as year 11 students 
from Miriam Vale and new families to the area. 

 

Mrs Berqvist helps out year 8’s Cassy Dart, Beau Greenough, Leon 
Love, Joel Frosio and Brett Mullen in our Resource Centre 
�
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Boyne Tannum-ABC (Arts Business and Community) will hold their first “Moonlight Movies” night in front of 
the Tannum LifeSavers building on Saturday 2nd February commencing at 7.30pm. 
Caltex Boyne River has generously supported the event so the night will be free entry.  The movie showing will be 
Oceans 13.  Gladstone Entertainment Centre also supporting the event by providing and setting up the 
equipment.  There will be a canteen running from the SLSC canteen. So bring your blanket or deckchair (and maybe 
some mozzie spray) and join the fun!  NB this will be cancelled in wet weather. 
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����	 ������	 ����	 Sign On Day, 9.30-11.30am, Sat. 9th February, will include free BBQ, putting/chipping 
competitions, and 4 holes of golf.  BITS Junior Golf Caters for girls and boys 3 to 17 years, & is a surprisingly low 
cost sport that can be played all year round, with no weekly commitment. Our club has a supportive environment that 
helps novice parents & children learn about the game of golf, including loan golf equipment for children to come & 
try.  For further information contact Murray Hughes, Junior Coordinator, 0448 28 8825. 
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Helpers are 
urgently needed 
to work in the 

Schools Canteen.   
Please contact 

Kath on 49799735 
if you lend a hand 
so a Roster can be 

completed. 
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The Schools Careers board is located in the Resource Centre with a wealth of information regarding positions vacant, apprenticeship information and 
external training information.  Please visit the Resource Centre and have a look regularly to keep up to date on all of your options. Mr Todd Comrie 
and his team work hard to provide students with up to date apprenticeship information to help students get into the workforce after study. 
�
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Lost property items are located at the Resource Centre.  To ensure found items are returned to the correct owners, please ensure that all uniforms and 
items are labelled clearly with your name. 
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Monday 4th       TAFE Starts Years 11 & 12 
Tuesday 5th       Mentor Training Day & PC Tennis Trials 
Tuesday 12th     CAP Trials for Tennis & Softball 

 
Wednesday 13th    Start Smart Financial Literacy Program Year 10 
Thursday 14th       House Challenge Practice & P&C Meeting 
Monday 18th         Civil Construction Course Year 11 & 12 

 



PC TRIALS 2008 CAP TRIALS 2008 STATE TRIALS 2008 

SPORT DATE  DATE  VENUE DATE VENUE 

Softball By Nomination Tuesday 12 Feb  Mackay 27-30 March  Miami 

 Tennis 5-Feb-08 Tuesday 12 Feb  Mackay 13-16 March  Toowoomba 

Touch 20-Feb-08 Tuesday 4 March  Gladstone Under 15 30 May-1 June  Bundaberg 

Touch 20-Feb-08 Tuesday 4 March  Gladstone Under 19 2-4 May  Ipswich 

Volleyball 20-Feb-08 Thursday 6 March  Gladstone Under 15 8-11 May  Gladstone 

Volleyball 20-Feb-08 Thursday 6 March  Gladstone Under 19 19-22 April  Runaway Bay 

Netball 28-Feb-08 Thursday 13 March  Gladstone Under 15 22-25 May  Townsville 

Netball 28-Feb-08 Thursday 13 March  Gladstone Under 19 17-20 May Townsville 

AFL 28-Feb-08 Thurday 13 March  Boyne Island 22-25 May 08 Maroochydore 

Football 19 Yrs Boys 4-Mar-08 Tuesday 18 March  Mackay 15-18 May TBA 

Football 19 Yrs Girls 4-Mar-08 Tuesday 18 March  Mackay 25-28 May Mackay 

Squash 11-Mar-08 Tuesday 18 March  Mackay 8-11 May Cairns 

Hockey Boys 11-Mar-08 Tuesday 18 March  Mackay 22-25 May Toowoomba 

Hockey Girls 11-Mar-08 Tuesday 18 March  Mackay 31 May - 3 June Townsville 

Rugby League 15 Yrs 4-Mar-08 Tuesday 18 March  CH 8-11 May  Redcliffe 

Rugby League 18 Yrs 4-Mar-08 Tuesday 18 March  CH 15-18 May Ipswich 

Rugby Union 18 Yrs 28-Feb-08 Wednesday 26 March  Emerald 29 May - 1 June Ballymore 

Surfing By Nomination Friday 7 March  Agnes Waters 29 May - 1 June Stradbroke 

Cross Country 6-May-08 Monday 2 June  Rockhampton 17-18 July Rockhampton 

Basketball 15 Yrs 8-May-08 Tuesday 3 June  Gladstone 7-10 August Runaway Bay 

Basketball 19 Yrs 8-May-08 Tuesday 3 June  Gladstone 31 Jul- 3 August Toowoomba 

Football 15 Yrs 22-May-08 Wednesday 4 June  CH 26-27 July Toowoomba 

Rugby Union 15 Yrs 22-May-08 Wednesday 4 June  CH 14-17 August Noosa 

Cricket 14 Yrs 17-Mar-08 Tuesday 19 August  Mackay 2-6 November Tennyson/Graceville 

Cricket 19 Yrs 17-Mar-08 Tuesday 19 August  Mackay 12-14 October 
BGS Northgate 
Grounds 

Cricket 15 Yrs Girls 17-Mar-08 Tuesday 19 August  Mackay 19-21 October WB 

Cricket 19 Yrs Girls   TBA   12-14 April  Rockhampton 

Track and Field 7 & 8 Aug 2008 Thursday 21 August  Mackay 9-12 October QSAC 

Waterpolo By Nomination TBC   13-16 March Valley 

Triathlon By Nomination TBC   21-23 February Redcliffe 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

HOUSE CHALLENGE AND THE INTERSCHOOL SWIMMING CARNIVAL 

WEEKS 1 to 6, JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2008 Version 4, 29/1/08 

�

Details Week 1. 
Thursday 
31/01/2008 

Week 2. 
Thursday 
7/02/2008 

Week 3. 
Thurs 

14/02/2008 

Week 4. 
Thurs 

21/02/2008 

 
Thurs 

28/02/2008 

Week 6. 
Thurs 

6/03/2008 

House 
Challenge 

Preparation  

Lesson 1. 
8.45 to 9.20am 
Extended House 
Group Meeting 
Student Organiser 
details.  Check 
student use of 
organisers. 
9.20 to 10.10am 
House Parade 
Intro to House 
Challenge, 
Cheer & Activity 
1. 

Lesson 1. 
8.45 to 9.20am 
Extended House 
Group Meeting 
Complete 
organisers. 
House Parade 
All students 

participate in  

House 

Challenge. 

Activity Rotation 
2. 
Lesson 2 = 
Lesson 1 classes 

Lesson 1. 

House Parade 
All students in 

House Groups 

participate in  

House 

Challenge. 

Activity Rotation 
3 & 4. 

Lesson 1 & 2. 

House Parade 
All students in 

House Groups 

participate in  

House 

Challenge. 

M. Tea time 

to be 

advised 

House 

Challenge 

Finale 

Games and 

Presentation in 

the Performance 

Centre. 

 

Normal 
Lessons 

Lifeskills 
Lesson 3 

Lesson 3. 
 
Year 10, 11 and 
12 students 
ONLY: 
 
Complete the 
same classes as 
normally on your 
timetable for 
Wednesday 
lesson 4. instead 
of Lifeskills 
(LSK) 

Lifeskills 
Program begins 
for Yr 10, 11, 12 
Yr 8 & 9 normal 
classes 
 
Year 10 Study 
Skills 
Year 11 
Organisation for 
Success 
Year 12 QCS 
preparation 

Lifeskills 
Program begins 
for Yr 10, 11, 12 
Yr 8 & 9 normal 
classes 
 
Year 10 Study 
Skills 
Year 11 
Organisation for 
Success 
Year 12 QCS 
preparation 

Lesson 1 classes 

Lifeskills 
Program 
Continues 
Week 3 
 
Year 10 
Rotation 2 
Year 11 
Organisation 
for Success 
Year 12 QCS 
preparation 

Sport 
Lesson 4 

 
House 
Games 

Lesson 4. 
 
·  House Group 

Development 
Program 

·  Activity 
Planning 

·  Clarifying 
House 
Challenge 
Rules 

Lesson 4. 

2.00 to 3.10pm 
Normal classes 

for Yr 8 & 9 

 

Year 10, 11 

Sport 

Organisation 

Year 12 

Complete the 

same classes 

as normally on 

your timetable 

for Wednesday 

lesson 3.  

 

Lesson 4. 

2.00 to 3.10pm 
House Parade 
All students in 

House Groups 

participate in  

House 

Challenge. 

Activity Rotation 
5 & 6. 

Lesson 2 classes 

 

 

Students travel 

to Gladstone 

by Bus 

 
 
All Day 
 
Swimming 
Carnival  
 
at 
Gladstone 
Olympic 
Pool 
 
 
Students 
return to 
Tannum 
Sands SHS 
by 3.10pm 
 
 
Students miss 
timetabled 
lessons. 

 
 
 
 

Year 
10/11 
Sport 
Commenc
es 
 
Year 12 
QCS 
Writing 
Test 
Practice 

Students miss their timetabled classes to participate in these activities.   
Note:  Year 12 Students do not begin variation on Thursday until Week1, Term 

2.  Year 12 students complete CPR training lesson 4 in Weeks 7 to 10. 
 

 


